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cultural and Olympic competitions, Strategic 
Air Command, submarine detection (SOSUS), 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, the STASI (East Ger-
man secret police), and Soviet and East Ger-
man disinformation campaigns. Many of our 
artifacts are rare one-of-a-kind items while 
some of our exhibits were created and donat-
ed by those who did the work.

The Cold War Museum is an all-volunteer 
organization, drawing upon our staff’s exten-
sive Cold War experience as professionals in 
the military and intelligence communities. We 
are the Real People Explaining the Real Things. 

HOURS
11-4 PM Saturdays

1-4 PM Sundays
Other Hours by Appointment

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
7172 Lineweaver Rd
Vint Hill, VA 20187

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 861526

Vint Hill, VA 20187

BECOME A MUSEUM MEMBER TODAY!

J O I N  O N L I N E  A T  C O L D W A R . O R G

Individual Membership
$35/year

Member Benefits
• Access to The Cold War Times
    (including all prior issues)
• Listed as a “Founding Member”
• Priority access to the Interim Chairman

Sponsorship Circles
• Friend
• Associate
• Colleague
• Patron
• Benefactor
• Guardian
• Freedom Circle

$50/year
$75/year
$100/year
$180/year
$300/year
$600/year
$1,200/year

The Cold War Museum® is an all-volunteer op-
eration. 100 percent of your contributions are 
applied to fulfilling the Museum’s mission. 
Contributions to the Museum above and be-
yond membership are also fully deductible in 
accordance with IRS guidelines for contribu-
tions to 501(c)(3) organizations.

The Cold War MuseuM was founded in 1996 
by Francis Gary Powers Jr., son of the famed 
U-2 Pilot, and John Welch to honor Cold War 
veterans, preserve Cold War history, and ed-
ucate future generations about the Cold War 
and its legacy.  

Since 2011, the Museum has been located 
at Vint Hill, Virginia, on the grounds of the 
former Vint Hill Farms Station, also known 
as Monitoring Station No. 1, which was a Top 
Secret Army signals intelligence base during 
WWII and the Cold War. The Museum shares 
a campus with Old Bust Head Brewery, Covert 
Cafe, and Vint Hill Winery. 

The museum has a Midwest Chapter near 
Milwaukee, WI and Francis Gary Powers Jr.’s 
traveling exhibit on the U-2 Incident of 1960 
helps promote the museum internationally. Ar-
tifacts from The Cold War Museum are on dis-
play in institutions such as the International 
Spy Museum in Washington D.C., the Strategic 
Air Command and Aerospace Museum near 
Omaha, NE, the Defense Intelligence Agency 
(DIA) Museum on Bolling AFB, and the Atom 
Muzeum in the Czech Republic.

Our collections are particularly strong in 
signals intelligence (SIGINT), image intelli-
gence (IMINT), the history of Vint Hill during 
both WWII and the Cold War, Cold War Berlin, 
Civil Defense, atomic weapons, the U-2, USS 
Liberty and USS Pueblo Incidents, Cold War 

ABOUT THE COLD WAR MUSEUM ®

http://coldwar.org
https://coldwar.org/default.asp?nid=7413
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The Cold War Museum® is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization dedi-
cated to education, preservation, and research on the global, ideolog-
ical, and political confrontations between East and West from the end 
of World War II to the dissolution of the Soviet Union.
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MUSEUM CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

F R A N C I S  G A R Y  P O W E R S ,  J R .
I N T E R I M  C H A I R M A N

DONATE TO THE MUSEUM 
TODAY!

The Cold War Museum® 
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization

Donate now via this link:
DONATE NOW

Dear Friends and Members of The 
Cold War Museum, I am pleased to 
provide you with this update for the 
summer issue of The Cold War Times:

Give Local Piedmont  
Thanks to supporters like you, we made 
great progress toward our $20,000 goal 
as part of Give Local Piedmont during 
the month of May 2025, but we still 
need your help to get there. We are less 
than $1,000 away from reaching our 
$20,000 goal. Your support enables us 
to continue with our mission which 
includes honoring Cold War veterans, 
preserving their and stories, helping 
students and educators with Cold War 
class instruction, historical materials, 
and lesson plans. In a time when there 
is a war in Europe and the Middle 
East, misinformation and fake news, 
and the threat by China’s expansion, 
our mission to educate future gener-
ations about the Cold War has never 
been more relevant or important. That 
is why your donation matters. Your gift 
will directly support our efforts. Help 
us reach our $20,000 goal and keep 
Cold War history alive and relevant for 
future generations. DONATE NOW 
to The Cold War Museum

Vint Hill Block Party
On Saturday July 5, 2025, the Vint Hill 
Business Association hosted the annual 
Vint Hill Block Party which took place 
in the back parking lot adjacent to Old 
Bust Head Brewery and the shops on 
Farm Station Road / Wirth Lane be-

hind The Cold War Museum. The mu-
seum had a tent set up in addition to 
offering museum tours that day. Vint 
Hill shops and a BBQ vendor were on 
site during the block party. The Little 
Tap House directly behind the muse-
um was opened and guests were able to 
walk around the area to enjoy the fes-
tivities.

Cold War Conversation
Presentation Series
Our July 13, 2025 speaker was Ed 
Yeilding, Lt Col (Ret) who talked 
about his time in the USAF and as 
an SR-71 pilot including his Coast-
to-Coast SR-71 speed record, 67 min 
54 sec, Mach 3.3 cruise, 2,190 mph, 
83,000 ft with RSO JT Vida as they 
delivered an SR-71 to the Smithsonian 
where it is displayed at the Udvar-
Hazy Center. Its speed records still 
stand. After military retirement, Ed 
flew the DC9, DC-10, and 747-400 
with Northwest/Delta Airlines. If you 
missed this program, don’t worry, there 
are more programs scheduled through 
June 2026. Visit https://coldwar.org/
default.asp?pid=16883 for our full list 
of upcoming Cold War Conversation 
Presentation Series Programs. Our 
next two programs are:

SUNDAY August 17, 2025 - 7 pm EST: 
Avoiding the Apocalypse: How Science 
and Scientists ended the Cold War: 
Speaker: Jeff Colvin has spent the past 
45 years as a research physicist helping 
to develop the science that has made 

technically possible a Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), one linchpin 
of the Cold War stand-down discussed 
in his new book, Avoiding Apocolypse: 
How Science and Scientists Ended the 
Cold War. He is the author or co-au-
thor of nearly 100 peer-reviewed sci-
entific publications; has written (with 
Jon Larsen) what has now become the 
standard graduate-level text book in 
the new field of physics that grew out of 
Cold War era nuclear weapons devel-
opment, Extreme Physics; played a lead-
ership role in organizing the scientists’ 
boycott and aiding dissident and refuse-
nik Soviet scientists; held an appointed 
position in the U.S. Department of En-
ergy in Washington, D.C. during the 
George H. W. Bush administration; 
and has written and published several 
Op-Ed columns on these and related 
topics in different newspapers over the 
years. Click HERE for tickets (NOTE: 
To avoid paying the suggested Service 
Fee of 17%, click on the drop-down 
menu and select «Other» to enter your 
own amount, which could also be zero).

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/dd13f6c6-d152-4647-a1ba-01b5ef740cdb
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/dd13f6c6-d152-4647-a1ba-01b5ef740cdb
https://www.givelocalpiedmont.org/organization/coldwarmuseum
https://www.givelocalpiedmont.org/organization/coldwarmuseum
https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=16883
https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=16883
https://www.jeffcolvin.net/books
https://www.jeffcolvin.net/books
https://www.jeffcolvin.net/books
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/avoiding-apocalypse-how-science-and-scientists-ended-the-cold-war
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SUPPORT THE COLD WAR MUSEUM ®

Soldiers from the U.S. Army Berlin Command face off against police from the former East 
Germany during one of several standoffs at Checkpoint Charlie in 1961. 
U.S. Army Photo

MONDAY September 22, 2025 - 7 pm 
EST: Alaskan related intelligence history 
from the Civil War, through World War I, 
World War II and the Cold War: 
Former CIA Chief of Station and Di-
rector, Office of Technical Service, Bob 
Wallace, will talk about Alaskan related 
intelligence history from the Civil War 
to the Cold War. Several not-so-well-
known “spy stories” describe success-
ful and unsuccessful air, land and sea 
operations in Alaska’s Pacific and the 
Arctic region and attempts to take ad-
vantage of the proximity of the Russian 
and Alaskan coastlines for espionage 
including profiles of individuals who 
became significant American political 
and intelligence community personali-
ties. The talk provides some perspectives 
for the current US-Canadian-Green-
land-NATO-Russia contest for Arctic 
resources and influence. Click HERE 
for tickets (NOTE: To avoid paying the 
suggested Service Fee of 17%, click on 
the drop-down menu and select “Oth-
er” to enter your own amount, which 
could also be zero).

April 2026 Cold War
& Espionage Tour of Europe
If you missed the last three, you do not 
want to miss the next Gary Powers’ Cold 
War Espionage Tour of Europe which 
will take place in April or May 2026. 
Details are being worked out now but if 
all goes according to plan, we will visit 
sites in Northern Germany, Denmark, 
and Poland. More information will be 
posted online at www.SpyTour.com 
once the schedule is confirmed. If you 
have an interest in this tour, please 
email gpowersjr@garypowers.com.

Docents & Volunteers Needed
The Cold War Museum is an all-volun-
teer operation. We are looking for indi-
viduals who have a passion about history 
to volunteer at the museum to help us 
give guided tours midweek, and staff the 
museum on weekends. If you have an 
interest in helping our mission to honor 
Cold War veterans, preserve Cold War 
history, and educate future generations 
about this period in history, please con-
sider becoming a volunteer or docent.

Storage Space Needed
Our storage capacity has been reached. 
We are getting to the point where we 
can no longer accept Cold War artifact 
donations. 

If you know of a place in the War-
renton, Gainesville, Midland, VA area 
that has climate-controlled space that 
is free or can be leased for a fair price, 
please let me know.

See our Lecture Schedule at this link: CWM LECTURE SERIES

https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/alaskan-related-intelligence-history-from-the-civil-war-to-the-cold-war
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/alaskan-related-intelligence-history-from-the-civil-war-to-the-cold-war
http://www.SpyTour.com
mailto:gpowersjr@garypowers.com
https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=16883
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Cold War Library
I am pleased to report that our Cold 
War Library has been relocated to one 
building and is currently being cat-
aloged. Thanks to a Cold War Muse-
um supporter, we have secured space 
near the museum to properly house 
the thousands of Cold War and relat-
ed books, manuscripts, pamphlets, and 
periodicals we have in our collection. 
The photos show our library collec-
tion and is a visual progress report of 
our cataloging efforts. Our docents and 
volunteers have done a great job assist-
ing with this effort, especially Karen 
Zwanzig, who is not only our newslet-
ter editor, but also a former librarian. A 
BIG thank you to all our docents and 
volunteers who helped move the books, 
set up the shelves, and catalog our li-
brary collection.

MUSEUM CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE (cont.)

Library books moved into donated space.
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

DONATE TO THE MUSEUM 
TODAY!

The Cold War Museum® 
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization

Donate now via this link:
DONATE NOW

Progress after 2 days of cataloging.
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

The other side of the library.
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/dd13f6c6-d152-4647-a1ba-01b5ef740cdb
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/dd13f6c6-d152-4647-a1ba-01b5ef740cdb
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perience for Americans. We were faced 
for the first time with an opponent 
who was both ideologically commit-
ted to overthrow our system and was 
equipped to destroy us physically.”

This is why it is so important to 
preserve Cold War history. Every year 
I read about WWII commemora-
tions and anniversaries, but I never see 
events and commemorations for the 
start of the Cold War or the events of 
the Cold War other than the Cuban 
Missile Crisis and the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. To enable students to understand 
the world today, it is vitally important 
to educate our children about the full 
Cold War time period from September 
2, 1945, to December 26, 1991. 

Everything that happened during 
that period in history shaped the world 
we live in today. Your support and fi-
nancial contributions will ensure that 
we keep Cold War history alive for fu-
ture generations. DONATE NOW to 
The Cold War Museum

Thank you for your continued sup-
port.    Gary

Francis Gary Powers, Jr., MPA, MA US History
Founder and Interim Chairman – 
 The Cold War Museum
Honorary Board – 
 The International Spy Museum
Past Board Member – 
 The SAC and Aerospace Museum

75th Anniversary
of the Korean War
June 25, 2025 marked the 75th anni-
versary of the start of the Korean War. 
Korean War Project

77th Anniversary
of the Berlin Airlift
June 26, 2025 marked the 77th anni-
versary of the start of the Berlin Air-
lift U.S. begins Berlin Airlift | June 26, 
1948

One of the great ironies of the 20th 
Century is that America’s longest war 
is also its least memorialized. Bomb 
shelters, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the 
Berlin Wall, Vietnam, the war in Af-
ghanistan, the 1980 Summer Olym-
pics, President Eisenhower, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Nikita Khrushchev, Joe 
McCarthy and the red scare, missile 
silos, President Truman, the Rosenberg 
trials, President Reagan, all have one 
thing in common: the Cold War. 

It was a global conflict—the his-
tory of the Cold War was the history 
of world for 46 years and still has last-
ing effects. James Billington, Librarian 
of Congress, called the Cold War “the 
central conflict of the second half of the 
20th Century, the longest and most un-
conventional war of the entire modern 
era—an altogether unprecedented ex-

Individual Membership
$35/year
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• Access to The Cold War Times

    (including all prior issues)
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• Associate
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$50/year
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$600/year
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The Cold War Museum® is an all-vol-
unteer operation. 100 percent of your 
contributions are applied to fulfilling 
the Museum’s mission. Contributions 
to the Museum above and beyond 
membership are also fully deductible in 
accordance with IRS guidelines for con-
tributions to 501(c)(3) organizations.
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https://www.givelocalpiedmont.org/organization/coldwarmuseum
https://www.givelocalpiedmont.org/organization/coldwarmuseum
https://www.koreanwar.org/html/bookstore.html
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https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/june-26/u-s-begins-berlin-airlift?fbclid=IwY2xjawLOB-dleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFCRTVoUTZlMG55OEJkQjJHAR78BTxpmM1MhKOrcCvg9yvxHT4TdzvVeuw46Q11MKo-7RvWVcxygT5OgNccAA_aem_TVWlhol928-7UpYgd6iWQQ
https://coldwar.org/default.asp?nid=7413
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The Cold War Museum® Board of Directors is the governing 
body of our nonprofit 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  This gov-
ernance is high level: strategy, oversight, and accountability of the 
overall activities of the museum. Our Board is made up of eight 
seasoned senior executives of varying professional backgrounds 
(USAF, CIA, Chambers of Commerce, Real Estate, Nonprofits, Ac-
counting)  who work pro bono for the benefit of the museum.  

The board of directors continues to lead the museum forward. They are ac-
tively looking to partner with and or merge with a likeminded institution to 
expand the museum’s mission to honor Cold War veterans, preserve Cold 
War history, and educate future generations about this time period. Talks 
are ongoing with organizations in Washington state, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Virginia, and Washington, DC. If you have a suggestion on an organization 
that would have an interest in working with The Cold War Museum, please 
let us know.

Meet our Board of Directors at this link: BOARD OF DIRECTORS CWM®

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

GOVERNING BOARD

OFFICERS

Francis Gary Powers Jr., (MPA, MA US History)
Interim Chairman

Biography: https://garypowers.com
 

John Welch (MPA)
Vice Chairman

Biography: www.linkedin.com/in/johncwelch1
 

Francis Gary Powers Jr., (MPA, MA US History)
Acting Secretary

Biography: https://garypowers.com
 

Adelbert ”Buz” Carpenter (Col. USAF Ret.)
 2019 Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame Inductee

Treasurer
Biography:  http://airandspace.si.edu/support/

wall-of-honor/col-adelbert-buz-carpenter
 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

Chad Manske (Brig Gen USAF Ret.)
Biography: http://www.af.mil/About-Us/

Biographies/Display/Article/562992/brigadier-
general-chad-t-manske

Ambassador Charles Ray
Past Chairman (2021-2022)

Biography:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Charles_A._Ray

 
Ms. Pauline Thompson

Founder, President, CEO, Tysons Realty, Inc.

Charles P. “Chuck” Wilson (Col. USAF, Ret.)
Past Chairman (2019-2023)

Biography: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Chuck_Wilson_(pilot)

Maureen V. Wingfield 
(Senior Intelligence Service CIA, Ret.)

https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=15593
https://garypowers.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQEjKjuuiMhkDQAAAZYBkbNAaNsUqdIUviLkrx6-y4Ods13kA3GhIQSwULNWGneHRFb5qmpU2CC51Ak0xGmaT2k_Y9uI0HU70Kbxdc4f8RDiR36gT7mBgCSBOi9HeGWpA1mLrGU=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fjohncwelch1
https://garypowers.com
http://airandspace.si.edu/support/wall-of-honor/col-adelbert-buz-carpenter
http://airandspace.si.edu/support/wall-of-honor/col-adelbert-buz-carpenter
http://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/562992/brigadier-general-chad-t-manske
http://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/562992/brigadier-general-chad-t-manske
http://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/562992/brigadier-general-chad-t-manske
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_A._Ray
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_A._Ray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chuck_Wilson_(pilot)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chuck_Wilson_(pilot)
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The Cold War Museum’s® Presentation Series, where we present eyewitnesses to, and expert accounts of, key 
Cold War events, has been a key method by which the Museum educates about the Cold War for our audience (which 
normally averages about 40-50 people), a resource for future scholars (since we film all these events including the 
question-and-answer sessions), and a significant source of income for our operations.

As you know, we began this Series well 
before COVID and originally did all of 
them in-person. When COVID force 
the closing of our doors and suspension 
of all of our activities, we had to rethink 
many things. Since people could no lon-
ger gather in large groups, we got a Zoom 
license and converted to 100% online. 

This has been highly successful for 
us, since it allows both audience and 
speaker to be from anywhere in the 
world, so we will continue with Zoom 
streaming but eventually also return to 
the in-person option where the speaker 
is local; we’ll do that when COVID con-
ditions allow, although not in our prior 
venue of the Old Bust Head production 
floor since that is no longer available. 

Because of the popularity and scope 
of the Zoom format, we’ve expanded to 
doing these about every 3 or 4 weeks.

UPCOMING LECTURES

See our Lecture Schedule at this link: CWM LECTURE SERIES

C O L D  W A R  C O N V E R S AT I O N S

August 17, 2025  -  7 pm EST:  Avoiding 
the Apocalypse: How Science and Scien-
tists ended the Cold War:  Speaker: Jeff 
Colvin has spent the past 45 years as a 
research physicist helping to develop the 
science that has made technically pos-
sible a Comprehensive Test Ban Trea-
ty (CTBT), one linchpin of the Cold 
War stand-down discussed in his new 
book,  Avoiding Apocalypse: How Science 
and Scientists Ended the Cold War. 

He is the author or co-author of 
nearly 100 peer-reviewed scientific pub-
lications; has written (with Jon Larsen) 
what has now become the standard grad-
uate-level text book in the new field of 
physics that grew out of Cold War era 
nuclear weapons development,  Extreme 
Physics; played a leadership role in orga-
nizing the scientists’ boycott and aiding 

dissident and refusenik Soviet scientists; 
held an appointed position in the U.S. 
Department of Energy in Washington, 
D.C. during the George H. W. Bush ad-
ministration; and has written and pub-
lished several Op-Ed columns on these 
and related topics in different newspapers 
over the years. 

Click HERE for tickets  (NOTE: To 
avoid paying the suggested Service Fee 
of 17%, click on the drop-down menu 
and select «Other» to enter your own 
amount which could also be zero).

MONDAY  September 22, 2025  - 7 pm 
EST: Alaskan related intelligence history 
from the Civil War, through World War I, 
World War II and the Cold War:  Former 
CIA Chief of Station and Director, Office of 
Technical Service, Bob Wallace, will talk 
about Alaskan related intelligence histo-
ry from the Civil War to the Cold War. 
Several not-so-well-known “spy stories” 

describe successful and unsuccessful air, 
land and sea operations in Alaska’s Pa-
cific and the Arctic region and attempts 
to take advantage of the proximity of the 
Russian-Alaskan coastlines for espionage 
including profiles of individuals who be-
came significant American political and 
intelligence community personalities. 

The talk provides some perspectives 
for the current US-Canadian-Green-
land-NATO-Russia contest for Arctic 
resources and influence. 

Click HERE for tickets  (NOTE: To 
avoid paying the suggested Service Fee 
of 17%, click on the drop-down menu 
and select «Other» to enter your own 
amount which could also be zero).

October 26, 2025  - 7 pm EST:  Suburban 
Sprawl:   A Newly Recognized Cold War 
Artifact:  Speaker: Tom Christoffel began 
work as a regional planner in Front Roy-
al, Virginia, the Northern Shenandoah 

Lt. Gen. Dimitri Henry, Joint Staff Director for Intelligence (J2), delivers a lecture on the 
importance of intelligence in the future of U.S. warfighting capabilities, strategy, educa-
tion, U.S. Naval War College onboard Naval Station Newport, Rhode Island, 20 May 2025. 
U.S. NAvy Photo by Petty officer 2Nd clASS coNNor bUrNS 

https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=16883
https://www.jeffcolvin.net/books
https://www.jeffcolvin.net/books
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/avoiding-apocalypse-how-science-and-scientists-ended-the-cold-war
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/alaskan-related-intelligence-history-from-the-civil-war-to-the-cold-war
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Valley, in 1974. The “Costs of Sprawl” was 
released in 1974. There was no change in 
what the market wanted: large lots out-
side Towns and Cities. 

“The Reduction of Urban Vulnera-
bility: Revisiting 1950s American Sub-
urbanization as Civil Defense,” by Kath-
leen Tobin, in the UK Cold War Journal, 
revealed a missing history. Planners were 
not receptive to this information. Af-
ter retirement in 2008, he became an 
Independent Researcher focusing on 
the need for regional communities as 
drive-to-qualify house-hunting kept 
lengthening commuting. 

In 2019 he began focusing on the 
sprawl challenge  in presentations to the 
American Association of Geographers. 
After over two decades of research, he 
has concluded Low-Density Sprawl is an 
Unrecognized Cold War Artifact. He is 
a member of the American Institute of 
Certified Planners and a Fellow of the 
Regional Studies Association. 

He published “Regional Commu-
nity (Development) News online from 
November 11, 2003 to November 5, 
2012.  Sustainability: His most recent 
publication was: “Cooperation Industry 

If you are interested in get-
ting a list of our prior events 
and/or accessing the digital 
videos of any of them, please 
contact gpowersjr@ColdWar.
org, there is a modest charge 
for accessing the prior ones, all 
of which were videoed.

If you’d like your email ad-
dress to be added to our noti-
fication list for coming events, 
please contact Gary for that as 
well.

The coin pays homage 
to Vint Hill Farms Station 
as an active listening post 

from 1942—1997 
and features the Cold War Museum® 

on the reverse side.

THE COLD WAR MUSEUM®
MEMORIAL CHALLENGE COIN!

O R D E R  T O D A Y  A T  C O L D W A R . O R G

The Museum’s Challenge Coin is available for $15 per coin.

Earth 2300 – ‘Think local planet, act re-
gionally,’” Ch-25 in The Elgar Compan-
ion to Geography, Transdisciplinarity 
and Sustainability, 2020. 

Click HERE for tickets  (NOTE: To 
avoid paying the suggested Service Fee 
of 17%, click on the drop-down menu 
and select “Other” to enter your own 
amount which could also be zero).

C O L D  W A R  C O N V E R S AT I O N S

Schedule
Your

Museum Tour
Today!

CONTACT
Bryan A. 
Zwanzig

703-408-2039 
bryan.z@coldwar.org

mailto:gpowersjr%40ColdWar.org?subject=Query%20from%20CMW%20Magazine%3A%20Videos%20of%20Prior%20Events/Lecture%20Series
mailto:gpowersjr%40ColdWar.org?subject=Query%20from%20CMW%20Magazine%3A%20Videos%20of%20Prior%20Events/Lecture%20Series
https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=28596
http://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/suburban-sprawl-a-newly-recognized-cold-war-artifact
mailto:bryan.z%40coldwar.org?subject=Museum%20Tour
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On June 14th, the Cold War Museum attended the Smithsonian 
National Air and Space Museum’s Soar Together event as a guest of the 
Smithsonian Amateur Radio Club. The event commemorated the 80th an-
niversary of the end of World War II. 

Docent Mike Washvill and curator Doug Harsha displayed World War 
II vintage artifacts from Vint Hill Farms Station, which included an SP-
200 shortwave radio intercept receiver, to educate event-goers and museum 
guests on the history of Vint Hill Farms Station and the critical intelli-
gence role it performed as part of the road to D-Day on June 6, 1944. Mike 
provided a codebreaking activity that let kids try to unscramble an encrypt-
ed message to experience the science and art of cryptography. 

Turnout was high and families and history buffs alike stopped by to 
learn about Vint Hill, the Cold War Museum, and our educational mission 
under the wing shadow cast by B-29 Superfortress, alongside other World 
War II aircraft that flew out to the museum.

NEW & NOTABLE AT THE MUSEUM

Smithsonian Amateur Radio Club

The collections team is pleased 
to announce the donation of a 
captain’s chair from the Glomar 
Explorer. The Glomar Explorer 
was a CIA ship which success-
fully raised a portion of the 
K-129 in 1974 as part of proj-
ect Jennifer, or Azorian. The 
K-129 was a Soviet submarine 
carrying codebooks and nucle-
ar weapons that had sunk with 
all hands north of Hawaii in 
1968. This chair most likely re-
sided in the captain’s stateroom. 
The collections team is working 
with the donor and outside ex-
perts to verify the chair’s story 
and connections to one of the 
most dramatic and famous US 
intelligence operations of the 
Cold War.

CAPTAIN’S CHAIR
FROM THE
GLOMAR EXPLORER

Meet our Board of Directors at this link: BOARD OF DIRECTORS CWM®

https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=15593
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This brief report has information compiled from those members reporting activities. 
Each has their website listed for you to get complete information. In the coming week 
you will receive newsletters from the following members; Berlin Airlift Historical 
Foundation, the Burtonwood Association, Culture to Color and the Berlin Brats. As 
you review these please find appropriate information to pass along to all your mem-
bers. The C-54 will be attending airshows and you might encourage your members to 
visit activities in your area. Remember our mission is to keep the history of the Berlin 
Airlift alive.

Also remember I can only pass along your activity if you share them. The BARA 
is moving forward toward growth, now with four volunteers. They will be writing, 
proof reading and assisting in locating museums, libraries and venues such as schools, 
colleges, service clubs and German American organizations. We are beginning the 
search for speakers around the country to present the Berlin Airlift story in a 25 min-
ute Power Point format with scripted talks to accompany each photo. This format will 
accommodate most service clubs. For all details please have potential speakers contact 
me; eddieide@berlinairlift.org.

April of 1948 was the time of the “little lift” when the Russians began to re-
strict ground travel into and out of Berlin. This e-mail is being written one day after 
the 1948 anniversary (April 5th) when a Russian Yak fighter collided with a British 
European Airways (BEA) Vickers VC.1B Viking airliner flying into Berlin’s Gatow 
airport. 14 passengers, the crew and the Yak pilot are killed.

If you need any information about the Berlin Airlift or your fellow members 
let me know. Just a side note that the Mid Atlantic Air Museum will hold the 34th 
World War II weekend on June 6-7-8 in Reading PA. The C-54 “Spirit of Freedom” 
and the world’s only flying C-97 “Angel of Deliverance” will attend on static display. If 
you’ve never been to the Reading weekend, you’ve missed the best and largest WWII 
military event of the year, their website is MAAM.org.

Good cheers and be safe this summer,
Eddie Ide, Founder
eddieide@berlinairlift.org, cell 828-238-6297
Berlin Airlift Remembrance Alliance

BERLIN AIRLIFT
REMEMBRANCE 

ALLIANCE

C-47 transport aircraft, each containing 190 sacks of flour, arrive at Tempelhof Airport, July 2, 1948. A pair of B-17 weather aircraft can be 
seen at the far side of the airfield along with a lone C-54 at the extreme right. 
Photo from the hArry S. trUmAN librAry ANd mUSeUm, viA defeNSe viSUAl iNformAtioN diSttribUtioN Service

Decommissioned Douglas C-47 Skytrain, 
Barksdale Air Force Base, La., Nov. 20, 2024. 

U.S. Air force Photo by AirmAN firSt clASS JAiyAh leWiS

mailto:eddieide@berlinairlift.org
mailto:eddieide@berlinairlift.org
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#label/Newsletter%2FSummer+2025/FMfcgzQZVJwfJtwDSbPDMDKhgLbJdSfp?projector=1 1/1

NEW & NOTABLE AT THE MUSEUM

INTERNATIONAL PLASTIC MODELERS’ SOCIETY (IPMS),
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, CHAPTER,

PRESENTS U-2 MODEL TO THE COLD WAR MUSEUM®
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rePriNted With the KiNd PermiSSioN
of the iU JoUrNAl,  JAN/feb 2025.
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COLD WAR JOURNEYS OF TODAY

Gary Powers and Alexandra Hildebrandt, Director of the Checkpoint Charlie 
Museum, Berlin, Germany standing in front of a display on the Ukrainian 
War taken 1 May 2025 during the Third Cold War Espionage Tour.
Photo coUrteSy GAry PoWerS, Jr.

Individual Membership
$35/year

Member Benefits
• Access to The Cold War Times

    (including all prior issues)
• Listed as a “Founding Member”

• Priority access to Interim Chairman

         Sponsorship Circles

• Friend
• Associate
• Colleague
• Patron
• Benefactor
• Guardian
• Freedom Circle

$50/year
$75/year
$100/year
$180/year
$300/year
$600/year
$1,200/year

The Cold War Museum® is an all-vol-
unteer operation. 100 percent of your 
contributions are applied to fulfilling 
the Museum’s mission. Contributions 
to the Museum above and beyond 
membership are also fully deductible in 
accordance with IRS guidelines for con-
tributions to 501(c)(3) organizations.

JOIN THE
COLD WAR
MUSEUM ®

TODAY!

JOIN ONLINE AT 

COLDWAR.ORG

https://coldwar.org/default.asp?nid=7413
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In a rare and historic reunion, former U-2 reconnaissance pilots who flew critical missions during the 
Cold War gathered 15-18 May 2025 at the Ocala Hilton in Florida. These elite aviators, once part of one 
of America's most secretive and strategically vital operations, shared stories of high-altitude flights over 
hostile territory and the intense pressure of gathering intelligence that shaped global politics. The event, 
marked by camaraderie and remembrance, offered a glimpse into the courage and precision required of 
those who operated the iconic spy planes at the height of U.S.-Soviet tensions.  We must not forget the 
legacy of these pilots, whose missions often remained classified for decades. 

Left to right: Dave Hensley, James “Bubba” Lloyd, Mario Buda, Bruce Cucuel, Joe “Count” Fusco,  
Kevin Reibsam, Bob Heath, Jeff Gruver, Ash Lafferty, Don “Pick” Pickenpaugh, Don “MUFF” Heckert, 
Bill Burk, Chuck Wilson, Rick Bishop. 

—Submitted by Colonel Charles P. Wilson USAF (Ret.)

COLD WAR U-2 PILOTS
MEET IN OCALA, FLORIDA

DONATE TO THE MUSEUM 
TODAY!

The Cold War Museum® 
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization

Donate now via this link:
DONATE NOW

U.S. Air Force 99th Reconnaissance 
Squadron U-2 Dragon lady per-
forms touch-and-go landings at 
dusk on Beale Air Force Base, Cali-
fornia, 15 August 2024. In order to 
both achieve flight and land, U-2’s 
are trailed by chase car drivers that 
mobilize at high speeds and com-
municate via radio to safeguard the 
aircraft by radioing altitude and 
runway alignments during take-
offs and landings. 
U.S. Air force Photo 
by StAff SGt. fredericK A. broWN

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/dd13f6c6-d152-4647-a1ba-01b5ef740cdb
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/dd13f6c6-d152-4647-a1ba-01b5ef740cdb
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T H I S  I S S U E ’ S  F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

B R E N D A  L I N D L E Y  A N D E R S O N

From War to War, through Space:
Missiles, U-2s, and Future Conflict

Operation Paperclip is generally 
common historical knowledge.  How-
ever, for a quick recap, Wernher von 
Braun and his team of engineers, re-
sponsible for the V-2 missile, realized 
the war was coming to an apex and that 
Germany was losing.  They were also 
certain that they would be taken into 
custody.  Therefore, they met to discuss 
their imminent capture, which was a 
certainty.  Some of the engineers want-
ed to go to Russia.  Most wanted to 
go west.  Von Braun had seen the end 
coming and had stored hardware and 
documents in a cave to hide them.  He 
and most of his group moved west, as-

Wernher von Braun (with arm in a cast from a car accident) was one of the most famous 
of the German scientists in Project PAPERCLIP.
Photo viA lori SteWArt, U.S. Army iNtelliGeNce ceNter of excelleNce

suring they would be taken into custo-
dy by the allied forces, which they were.  
Then he led allied troops to the cave, 
and the trove secreted there, which 
was quickly evacuated west before the 
Russians could become knowledgeable 
about it.  The group was brought to the 
US to build missiles for the US armed 
forces.

Of course, the US wanted  
a launch system 
for weapons, but there was another 
use that had begun to bud in the Ei-
senhower administration.  Aerial re-

connaissance was on their minds.  A 
high-altitude flyer was on the drawing 
boards.  The U-2 was the dream of Kel-
ly Johnson, and it was an easy sell to the 
government, who worried greatly about 
the state of soviet development.

However, President Eisenhower 
knew that flying over another sover-
eign nation could cause an internation-
al incident.  In July 1955, Eisenhower 
announced his “Open Skies” initiative.  
This called for the US and USSR to al-
low each to overfly the other’s country, 
purportedly to verify that each nation 
was observing the arms limitation to 
which they had agreed.  He, also, was 
looking for legal protection for over-
flights.  Eisenhower wanted to pro-
tect his spy programs, and to show the 
USSR that he was resolute on ending 
the arms race.

The USSR was behind the US in 
technology and development, despite 
Nikita Khruschev’s declaration that the 
Soviet Union was rolling out missiles 
“like sausages”.  However, they were 
desperate to keep their secrets from 
the world and from their own people.  
Because of this, the Soviets appeared to 
consider the “Open Skies” proposal, but 
would, in no wise, agree to it.  The US 
had little to lose from the “Open Skies” 
proposal, and much to gain.  However, 
the Soviet Union had nothing to win 
and everything to lose.

Eisenhower wanted that informa-
tion, and he was determined to get it 
in whatever way presented itself, legal 
or not.  He agreed to the U-2 concept 
and put the program under the direc-
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tion of the CIA.  However, he was also 
pursuing a longer-term solution, since 
he knew that the USSR and the world 
would not accept overflights, as soon as 
they discovered what was occurring.  

Two advisors, who had been study-
ing satellites in particular, approached 
Eisenhower with their thoughts on a 
reconnaissance satellite, and the pres-
ident saw that this was the answer to 
his difficulties.  He was immediately 
receptive to the idea.  The DOD was 
skeptical and did not back it complete-
ly.  However, in 1952, the Special Com-
mittee of the International Geophysi-
cal Year was established to coordinate 
the International Geophysical Year, an 
international scientific project.  It was 
instantly recognized as an opportunity 
for the US to develop a scientific satel-
lite as a cover for a military reconnais-
sance satellite. 

The cost of developing a 
satellite from the beginning 
promised to be prodigious, and there 
was the question of launching it into 
orbit.  Rather than developing a new 
launch vehicle, several decisionmakers 
thought that using an existing ICBM 
would be an amelioration on budget 
concerns.  This would also assist in over-
coming time constraints that developing 
a new launch vehicle would entail.

The USSR was be-
hind the US in tech-
nology and devel-
opment, despite 
Nikita Khruschev’s 
declaration that the 
Soviet Union was 
rolling out missiles 
“like sausages.”

An OC-135 Open Skies aircraft parked on a ramp at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska, 14 September 2018. The U.S. Air Force operates 
two modified Boeing 707 aircraft as part of the 1992 Open Skies treaty which allows 26 countries unrestricted overflight of domes-
tic airspace to monitor military developments. 
U.S. Air force Photo by chArleS J. hAymoNd

At that time, in White Sands, NM, 
the Operation Paperclip scientists had 
been working on improvements for 
the V-2 missile.  Initially, all the mis-
sile designs and improvements began 
with the V-2 pattern since it worked so 
ably, in general.  Each of the military 
branches wanted their own version of 
a launch vehicle, and worked separate-
ly on their individual ideas.  This led to 
considerable redundancy in effort and 
cost, quickly draining allotted budget.

The US Air Force didn’t take the 
challenge of developing ICBM seri-
ously, even though it insisted it was 
the natural military branch to build 
missiles.  However, in 1953 the Soviets 
tested their first thermonuclear weap-
on.  This gave everyone involved in US 
projects more impetus to get a working 
missile on the launch pad.  In 1954 the 
Atlas missile program was chosen for 

highest developmental priority; it was 
a three stage ICBM.  The Atlas didn’t 
fly until 1957, with a first flight of only 
24 seconds before being destroyed by 
an onboard explosion.  Its first fully 
successful flight was on 28 November 
1958.

The initial armed version of an At-
las ICBM was declared operation in 
January 1959, even though it had not 
yet flown.  The first effective flight was 
9 July 1959.  The Atlas was accepted as 
operational on 1 September 1959.

The President’s Science 
Advisory Committee 
had presented a different design to the 
USAF.  The Titan I was a two-stage 
missile. It was a larger size than Atlas 
but lighter. Because of advancing im-
provements in engines and guidance, 
the Titan I overtook the Atlas.

In the USSR, efforts were focused 
on missiles with conventional weapons 
to attack targets in Europe.  After the 
first Soviet nuclear test, the energies 
were redirected to develop a missile 
for nuclear warheads.  In 1953, Sergei 
Korolyov was directed to design and 

CONTINUES
NEXT PAGE



COLD WAR TIMES  |  Summer 202519

of the missile gap that existed between 
the US and USSR, especially after the 
successful Sputnik launch on 4 October 
1957.  

However, the public did not know 
about the U-2 plane.  Eisenhower had 
a great deal of knowledge about Sovi-
et missiles, and their attempts to make 
it seem as if they had more, i.e., fake 
missiles stored outdoors in open sight, 
in case the US did try to verify by 
overflight.  The media and the public 
couldn’t understand why the president 
wasn’t more upset, but he knew the 
truth.  There was no missile gap, just as 
there had been no bomber gap in World 
War II.  The US was in a comfortable 
lead of the Soviets in turning out mis-
siles, and in testing them.  Eisenhower 
was content with the misrepresentation 
of his concerns.  The aerial reconnais-
sance program was to be protected at 
all costs.  Decision making meetings 
about the U-2 and satellites were often 
not labeled on the president’s calendar, 
and no official minutes were kept.  The 
only records of such meetings were 
notes jotted by the attendees.  

Then the outcome that Eisenhower 
feared came to pass.  On 1 May 1960, 
a U-2, piloted by Francis Gary Powers, 
was shot down over Russia.  The pilot 

ican failures were highly visible and 
publicized and didn’t inspire confi-
dence in the US public.  Only the So-
viets know the opinion of their citizens.  
The US was now behind the USSR in 
missile technology development.  The 
Soviet funding for missiles was more 
consistent than in the US, therefore 
the Soviets were able to progress fast-
er than the US, but the US had more 
programs, leading to, in the end, more 
working models of ICBMs.  

Nikita Khruschev was desper-
ate TO PRESENT HIS COUNTRY
and government as superior to the US.  
He wanted the world to perceive the 
Soviet system as leader in military ma-
teriel and volume.  He bragged openly 
that the Soviet Union had substantively 
more ICBMs than the US.  His confi-
dence was great and there were so few 
ways of verifying his words.  The US 
media spoke loudly and quite critically 

test such a launch vehicle.  The R-7 
project was undertaken and fully sup-
ported by the communist government, 
receiving large amounts of consistent 
funding, with no other military branch 
with which to compete.  The R-7 came 
together quickly.  It was first launched 
on 15 May 1957.  The vehicle came 
down approximately 250 miles from 
the launch pad.  The crash was acci-
dental, due to a system failure.  The 
first fully successful flight was on 21 
August 1957.  The missile traveled over 
3700 miles, becoming the world’s first 
ICBM.  The R-7 was the same launch 
vehicle, with some modifications, to fly 
the first human into space.  A highly 
updated version of the R-7 rocket is 
still used as a launch vehicle for the 
Russian Soyuz spacecraft, with more 
than 60 years of operational history of 
the original R-7 ICBM. 

The rates of failure for the US and 
USSR were very high in the earliest 
years of missile development.  Amer-

FROM WAR TO WAR, THROUGH SPACE  (cont.)

Eisenhower had 
a great deal of 
knowledge about 
Soviet missiles, and 
their attempts to 
make it seem as if 
they had more, i.e., 
fake missiles stored 
outdoors in open 
sight, in case the US 
did try to verify by 
overflight.  

After Francis Gary Powers was shot down over the Soviet Union during a CIA spy flight on 1 
May 1960, NASA issued a press release with a cover story about a U-2 conducting weather 
research that may have strayed off course after the pilot “reported difficulties with his oxy-
gen equipment.” To bolster the cover-up, a U-2 was quickly painted in NASA markings, with 
a fictitious NASA serial number, and put on display for the news media at the NASA Flight 
Research Center at Edwards Air Force Base on 6 May 1960. The next day, Soviet Premier Nikita 
Kruschev exposed the cover-up by revealing that the pilot had been captured, and espionage 
equipment had been recovered from the wreckage.
NASA Photo Nix-e-5442
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twentieth century, and the neo cold war 
of the twenty-first century.  Has the 
cold war ended?

References:
Dienesch, Robert M., Eyeing the Red 

Storm, University of Nebraska 
Press, Nebraska, 1 April 2016.

Taubman, Philip, Secret Empire: Eisen-
hower, the CIA, and the Hidden Story 
of America’s Space Espionage, Simon 
and Schuster, New York, 1 March 
2004.

“Intercontinental Ballistic Missile” 
(20 January 2024).  In Wikipedia.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Intercontinental_ballistic_missile

“Chinese Space Program” (23 January 
2024). In Wikipedia. https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_
space_program

Launch System rocket, this launch ve-
hicle traces its design back to V-2 and 
the von Braun team.  There are elements 
of the space shuttle program, e.g., the 
space shuttle main engines, which will 
be used on the launch vehicle.  The de-
sign is, essentially, an upgraded version 
of the Saturn V, used in the Apollo 
program.  The experience with design 
and development of launch vehicles 
and rocket engines has demonstrated 
how much easier it is to build on prov-
en designs.  The Space Launch System 
launch vehicle is also proposed for a 
mission to Mars.

The People’s Republic of China
has evinced a great deal of interest in 
the moon, having launched unmanned 
craft to take samples and perform 
experiments on the moon.  The cur-
rent timeline indicates an attempt at 
a crewed landing in 2030.  China and 
Russia have announced that they will 
cooperatively build a moon base.  They 
propose this as an alternative to the US 
Artemis program.  A new space race has 
been ignited by these competing ideas.  
China has formed the International 
Lunar Research Station Cooperation 
Organization with 6 members signed 
on, in addition to China and Russia.  
The US has formed the Artemis Ac-
cords.  This is a series of nonbinding 
multilateral agreements between the 
US and 53 other countries.

China began its space program 
with Soviet assistance.  In essence it 
is a copy of the Soviet program in its 
origin.  The USSR space program was, 
though managed by Soviets, was based 
on the knowledge and experience of 
the German scientists which they cap-
tured at the end of World War II.  The 
US space program was based on the 
knowledge and experience of the Ger-
man scientists that they had captured.  
There is a direct line between east and 
west programs and the German expe-
rience.  Because of this there is a di-
rect line between the cold war of the  

and remains of the plane were recov-
ered.  Khrushchev said nothing imme-
diately, waiting for the US to confess 
and explain.  When the US announced 
that a weather reconnaissance place had 
gone missing, then Khrushchev made a 
show of the plane and, later, the pilot, 
demanding apology from the US. 

 
Eisenhower wouldn’t 
apologize.  
He was smarting from the internation-
al humiliation of being caught per-
forming overflights, and the additional 
humiliation of lying about the nature 
of the flight.  The president allowed 
the CIA to accept blame for the over-
flights, trying to maintain his façade 
of deniability.  However, this incident 
cemented in the president’s mind the 
need for satellites rather than more vul-
nerable planes.  Though spy planes were 
not entirely abandoned, they were, for 
the most part, replaced by reconnais-
sance satellites.

From the launch vehicles for satel-
lites, it was only a step forward to more 
powerful missiles and rockets, at least 
in design phase.  The reality of get-
ting them operational was much more 
fraught with difficulties and malfunc-
tions.  Many of the US rockets and 
missiles of today can retrace their be-
ginnings back to the V-2 and the Op-
eration Paperclip scientists.

The current Artemis project to re-
turn to the moon will employ the Space 

When the US 
announced that a 
weather reconnais-
sance place had 
gone missing, then 
Khrushchev made 
a show of the plane 
and, later, the pilot, 
demanding apolo-
gy from the US.  

Nikita Khruschev in 1960.
brAziliAN NAt’l ArchiveS, viA WiKimediA commoNS

President Dwight Eisenhower in 1959.
officiAl PortrAit, viA WiKimediA commoNS

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercontinental_ballistic_missile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercontinental_ballistic_missile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_space_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_space_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_space_program
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ing of the Scharnhorst. Shippey speaks 
(at least) three languages fluently and 
had a career in aviation with Lufthan-
sa. Shippey was an eyewitness to the 
crash of British Midland Airways 
Viscount G-AVJA in 1969. Needless 
to say, Shippey is very knowledgeable 
about airplanes and brings his personal 
knowledge of history to every site.

Day 1: Departure from the USA. 
Every great mission begins with a 
meeting of its cohorts. Ours began at 
the Turkish Lounge (free drinks, thank 
you Gary) in Washington Dulles Air-
port for our overnight flight to Lon-
don’s Heathrow Airport. 

Day 2: Arrival in London. Wel-
come to London! Our Tour Director 

Gary Powers Jr, the son of U2 pi-
lot Francis Gary Powers is passionate 
about the Cold War. As a young boy, 
he was determined to learn as much 
as he could about the downing of his 
father’s spy plane in the early sixties 
over the USSR, his subsequent show 
trial in Moscow, and his exchange at 
the Glienickebrücke in Berlin. This was 
Powers’ third Espionage Tour group 
and the second tour to England, Hol-
land, and Germany. His other tour in-
cludes East Europe and Berlin. If you’re 
interested, this tour is available this fall. 
Some of my compadres have been on 
all three!

Lance Shippey’s father served on 
the HMS Duke of York and was one 
of the Royal Marines who guarded 
German survivors of the 1943 sink-

“Your mission, should you 
choose to accept it…”

I did.

Twenty-odd people did too.

Our 12-day mission: to explore people, 
organizations, and sites associated with 
espionage during the Cold War era. 
Designed by Gary Powers Jr. and led 
by tour company manager and amateur 
historian Lance Shippey, this mission 
was not for the faint of heart. My com-
padres included ex-military, ex-CIA, 
ex-linguists, ex-DOD teacher, BRATS, 
and spouses. This group was up for the 
fast-paced twelve-hour days that began 
in London and ended in Berlin. We 
stayed in 4-star hotels and ate at 4-star 
restaurants.

THE COLD WAR ESPIONAGE TOUR

2025 Gary Powers Jr. Cold War Espionage Tour 
of England, Holland & Germany

April 22 – May 3, 2025
A Journal by Lisa B. Randle, Ph.D.
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Stanley), Anthony Blunt ( Johnson), 
and John Cairncross (Liszt). 

Day 5: Eurostar Train-Brussels-
The Hague This morning, we boarded 
the time-saving Eurostar train at Lon-
don’s St. Pancras Station that whisked 
us from London to Brussels, home to 
the European Union and NATO head-
quarters, in just over two hours. Upon 
arrival, we met our touring motorcoach 
and drove to the Parc du Cinquante-
naire, built in 1880 to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of Belgian inde-
pendence. 

It is topped by a bronze quadriga 
with a female charioteer, similar to the 
one over Brandenburg Tör. At the com-
plex’s impressive arch and u-shaped ar-
cade, we visited its excellent Autoworld 
(automobile) museum and the Roy-
al Museum of the Armed Forces and 
Military History. Afterwards, we drove 
to the Hague, the seat of the Dutch 
government and home to the United 
Nations’ International Court of Justice. 
We stayed at Hilton the Hague Hotel 
and dinner at a local restaurant was in-
cluded. 

Day 6: Lelystad. The morning be-
gan with a visit to the Louwman Mu-
seum, which houses one of the most 
impressive car collections in the world, 

ston Churchill during World War II, 
that I fell down the steps and injured 
my ankle. 

I didn’t get to enjoy these sites or 
the lunch at St. Ermin’s, the Westmin-
ster hotel steeped in British espionage 
history. While nursing what I (and 
the doctor) thought was just a badly 
sprained ankle, I missed the morning 
and afternoon sightseeing excursions 
to the National Archives to see its re-
cently opened exhibition on MI5, and 
the Iron Curtain Museum in Guilford 
to explore its collection of Cold War 
military vehicles and artifacts. Have no 
fear; I continued with the team the next 
day!

Day 4: Duxford-Cambridge. The 
day began with an excursion to the Im-
perial War Museum in Duxford, Brit-
ain’s largest aviation museum, to marvel 
at its extensive collection of military 
aircraft. Duxford was used by USAAF 
during WWII to support daylight 
bombing of Germany

Afterwards, we drove to near-
by Cambridge where we lunched at 
Brown’s Brasserie and Grill for au-
thentic Fish and Chips with mushed 
peas. During a walking tour (I was 
wheeled around in a wheelchair by a 
2-star general) we learned more about 
this renowned university town’s history 
of spies including the infamous “Cam-
bridge Five” Spy Ring, a British ring of 
Soviet spies. They included (with their 
code) Donald Maclean (Homer), Guy 
Burgess (Hicks), Kim Philby (Sonny, 

Lance greeted us at the airport and 
escorted us by private motor coach 
to Park Plaza London Westminster 
Bridge Hotel. After a very brief re-
spite, Lance escorted us on a walking 
tour to Trafalgar Square to see Admiral 
Nelson’s Monument, the Lion Statues, 
London Eye, Downing Street, and the 
National Gallery. We also witnessed 
protests against Brexit and the bomb-
ings in Gaza. Did you know that in 
James Bond Spectre, Blofeld’s helicopter 
crashes into the bridge? At dinner, we 
dined with fellow travelers at Searcy’s 
Bar and Brasserie at Surveyors House 
near Big Ben and Parliament Square.

Day 3: London-Rich-
mond-Guildford. This morning began 
with a spy-themed guided sightseeing 
tour of London highlighting Big Ben, 
the Houses of Parliament, Whitehall, 
Downing Street. I was so excited to 
visit New Scotland Yard, the MI5 and 
MI6 buildings, fascinating Churchill 
War Rooms, the secret underground 
headquarters of Prime Minister Win-

CONTINUES
NEXT PAGE



COLD WAR TIMES  |  Summer 202525

German government, parliament and 
federal personnel in the event of the 
breakout of war. 

Afterwards, we traveled to Unkel 
to visit the Willy Brandt Museum to 
learn more about the legacy of former 
West Berlin mayor and West German 
Chancellor. Finally, we drove and fer-
ried to Kamp Bornhofen to board a 
late afternoon Rhine River Cruise end-
ing at St. Goarshausen. We savored the 
Rhine Valley on a leisurely Rhine River 
Cruise eating lunch (bratwurst), pass-
ing fairytale castles, vineyards, and the 
Lorelei before returning to our Rhine-
land hotel where dinner was included. 

Day 9: Geisa-Leipzig. We jour-
neyed to Geisa to visit Point Alpha 
Memorial, a Cold War observation 
post overlooking part of the Fulda Gap, 
the prime invasion route for Warsaw 
Pact forces if the Cold War would have 
erupted into actual combat. The memo-
rial serves as a moving reminder of the 

previous day’s King Day celebration.
I enjoyed lunch at an Irish Pub with 

the retired Russian linguist and his 
wife before our group set out to cross 
the Dutch border enroute to Germa-
ny’s Rhineland. We drove to Bonn, the 
capital of West Germany from 1949 to 
1990 (and birthplace of Beethoven). 
We dined by the Rhine River before 
continuing to our hotel across the river. 
We stayed at the Steigenberger hotel 
located on the Petersberg, a part of the 
Siebengebirge overlooking the Rhine 
River. It was the seat of the Allied High 
Commission after WWII.

Day 8: Ahrweiler-Unkel-Rhine 
River Cruise. The day began with a 
drive to Bad Neuenahr-Ahrweiler in 
the Ahr Valley to visit the Regierungs-
bunker (also known as the Government 
Bunker Documentation Site), the once 
top-secret underground complex was 
built during the Cold War inside two 
abandoned railway tunnels to house the 

including the original DB5 assigned to 
fictional secret agent James Bond in the 
film, “Goldfinger.” This afternoon, sever-
al of the group traveled to Lelystad Air-
port to visit the fascinating Aviodrome 
Aviation Museum to discover the his-
tory of Dutch civil aviation where more 
than 100 unique aircrafts are on display. 
I couldn’t look at more airplanes, so I 
returned to the hotel and explored the 
surroundings. Others took the oppor-
tunity to explore the Hague. Dinner 
was at du Boterwaag Café Restaurant. 

Day 7: Amsterdam-Bonn-Rhine-
land. The day began with a drive to Am-
sterdam, Holland’s picturesque capital, 
where sightseeing aboard a leisurely ca-
nal cruise introduced us to the city’s sce-
nic waterways. We stopped at Vondel-
bunker, a Cold War era bunker located 
under Vondelpark that now functions as 
a local community space. Unfortunately, 
the bunker was closed. Most likely be-
cause the city was recovering from the 

COLD WAR ESPIONAGE TOUR (cont.)
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portion of one line) and 1 SBahn line, 
we met up at Oskar Helene Heim sta-
tion. I was Jonesing for wienerschnit-
zel! Instead, we settled for a beautiful 
outdoor Thai restaurant that Jürgen 
recommended in Zehlendorf. It was 
wonderful. Don’t ask me where it was; 
Jürgen was driving.

Day 11: Berlin. This morning, 
sightseeing began with a visit to the 
DDR Museum for a glimpse of what 
life was like in the former East Germa-
ny by exploring the museum’s hands-
on, interactive exhibits filled with au-
thentic memorabilia and artifacts. I 
have been there before but didn’t mind 
going again. It is very well done and is 
next to the river. 

Afterwards, I checked off another 
visit on my bucket list: the Stasi Muse-
um located in the former headquarters 
of the GDR and the East German se-
cret police, where you can see surveil-
lance and observation technology and 
tour the office of the Minister for State 
Security, General Erich Mielke. Yes, 
another Stasi site. 

I know. It’s a little difficult to get 
to. It’s in a very non-descript building 

tour coach was too large for the nar-
row Cobblestone streets. This is still 
on my bucket list; it’s not accessible by 
SBahn. In Berlin, we lunched at Martas 
Restaurant Avis on Albrechtstrasse 8. I 
recommend visiting it; they have beau-
tiful courtyard seating. 

The afternoon was spent at Check-
point Charlie Museum and the most 
famous border crossing point along the 
Berlin Wall that once divided the city 
from 1961 to 1989. Admittingly, after 
the many airplane museums, this was 
my least favorite site. The Allied Mu-
seum is much better. We stayed at the 
Hilton Berlin Hotel. 

division of Germany and the confron-
tation between NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact during the Cold War. 

We were fortunate to have Sgt. 
Applegate (Retired U.S. Army) aboard 
our tour. Applegate provided us with 
a first-hand history of military opera-
tions that he experienced while serving 
in the Army. We continued our jour-
ney via the famous Autobahn (with 
traffic delays, accidents, and detours) to 
Leipzig, where we visited the Museum 
in Der Runde Ecke, the city’s former 
Stasi headquarters. This was on my 
bucket list because I didn’t have time to 
visit it two years ago on a previous trip 
to the city. We stayed at NH Leipzig 
Zentrum Hotel and dined at the Rats-
keller this evening.

Day 10: Potsdam-Berlin. Today, 
we drove through Potsdam to Glienicke 
Bridge (“Bridge of Spies”) where Gary 
Powers Jr. provided commentary about 
the exchange of his father, American 
pilot Francis Gary Powers, and Sovi-
et KGB Colonel William Fisher that 
took place there on February 10, 1962. 

Later, we were unable to make 
a planned stop in Steinstücken Vil-
lage, a small enclave of Berlin where 
the U.S. military built a secure post, a 
wall and helicopter landing pad during 
the height of the Cold War (General 
Clay landed here by helicopter), seal-
ing it off from the western sector. Our 

Since we were on our own for din-
ner tonight, I took the opportunity to 
contact fellow BAHS brat Jürgen Bai-
ley. After 2 UBahn lines (with a trans-
fer because work was being done on a 

CONTINUES
NEXT PAGE
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Airport for our return flights to Wash-
ington Dulles International Airport. 
Mission accomplished!

My costs for this tour were: $6,295 
(full tour including flight from Dulles); 
$600 (single supplement); $439 (round 
trip Charleston to Dulles). Would I do 
the trip again? You bet I would!

(looks like a hospital) and is in the mid-
dle of a neighborhood. There’s another 
Stasi site outside Potsdam that I want 
to visit too. Each site offers something 
a little different. Sightseeing continued 
this afternoon with a visit to the Wall 
Museum East Side Gallery chronicling 
the wall’s construction and its impact 
on the people of Berlin. 

The day ended with a visit to the 
imposing Reichstag, a historic legisla-
tive government building and the seat 
of the German Bundestag topped by 
an extraordinary glass dome offering 
incredible views of the Berlin skyline. 
I’ve been here before. It’s free but you 
need reservations and your passport. 

At the Reichstag’s Rooftop Käfer 
Restaurant we were treated to an Aper-
itif with an assortment of sweet and 
savory snacks. Later that night, we cel-
ebrated our final evening in Germany 
at our Farewell Dinner, where I finally 
got wienerschnitzel.

Day 12: Departure for the USA. 
We departed from Berlin Brandenburg 

COLD WAR ESPIONAGE TOUR (cont.)

If you are interested 
in joining a future Espio-
nage Tour, please contact 
Tina Falcione, CHA Edu-
cational Tours at 1-800 
-323-4466 or by email at 
tfalcione@cha-tours.com.

mailto:tfalcione%40cha-tours.com?subject=
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The Museum’s Challenge Coin is available 
for $15 per coin. 
The coin pays homage to Vint Hill Farms Station 
as an active listening post from 1942—1997 and 
features the Cold War Museum® on the reverse side.

THE COLD WAR MUSEUM®
MEMORIAL CHALLENGE COIN!
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Louis L’Amour’s classic novel, Last of the 
Breed. It’s a harrowing adventure about a 
US Air Force test pilot who is captured by 
the Soviets during the late ‘80s. A Native 
American and a survivalist, he manages to 
escape his captors and flee across the unfor-
giving Siberian wilderness with the KGB 
in pursuit.

With these ideas and themes as a start-
ing point, it didn’t take me long to come 
up with the first prototype of my game. I 
called it Siberian Manhunt, and it was a 
2-player, asymmetrical hidden movement 
game set in Siberia during the 1960s. One 
player would take the role of a U-2 spy 
plane pilot who had crashed behind ene-
my lines and must escape across the border 
into China. They would need to use their 
wits to navigate the dangerous landscape, 

triumph of slipping through their traps and 
escaping. Since hidden movement games 
were few and far between, I thought maybe 
this was a niche worth exploring. 

I have always been an armchair histori-
an, and one of the eras that has always cap-
tured my imagination was the Cold War. 
But although the espionage, the shadowy 
government operations, the escapes from 
behind the Iron Curtain, and the threat 
of nuclear war seemed like fertile ground 
for board games, few games have really ex-
plored this period. One exception was Twi-
light Struggle, a fantastic 10,000 ft.-look 
at the conflict between America and the 
USSR. But with a hidden movement me-
chanic, I needed to get far more personal.

I found my inspiration from two major 
sources. First was the Gary Powers U-2 in-
cident. For the uninitiated, Captain Francis 
Gary Powers was the most experienced U-2 
pilot flying at the height of the Cold War. 
On May 1, 1960, he was shot down by a 
surface-to-air missile while piloting a U-2 
on Operation “Grand Slam” over the Soviet 
Union. He managed to bail out safely, but 
was quickly arrested, given a mock trial, and 
interrogated by the KGB for nearly 2 years 
before being released back to the U.S. in a 
prisoner exchange. I had always wondered 
what would have happened if the Soviets 
had not immediately captured Powers. 
Would he have been able to elude the KGB 
long enough to escape across the border 
into a neighboring country? Would he have 
survived in the Soviet wilderness or been 
drawn to towns and eventually given up to 
the authorities by locals?

I found a partial answer to that ques-
tion in my second source of inspiration: 

My wife and I are both avid board 
gamers, and a few weeks into the Covid 
lockdown we had already burned through 
all of the 2-players games in our house. 
Most of them were either too light or too 
long and heavy. What we were looking for 
was something exciting that we could really 
sink our teeth into, but still finish in one 
evening—our dining room table had to be 
free for family breakfast the next day, after 
all! I had designed several other prototype 
games in the past, and although none of 
them had made it very far, I loved the pro-
cess. I thought lockdown might be a good 
opportunity to focus on game development, 
and perhaps get one of my designs over the 
finish line. It was a more appealing idea 
than just baking bread, at any rate.

It just so happened that we had recent-
ly discovered our first hidden movement 
game, Letters from Whitechapel (LFW). 
In hidden movement games, one player 
tracks their movement on the board in se-
cret while the other(s) try to find them. In 
the case of LFW, it was the London po-
lice trying to catch Jack the Ripper before 
he could strike again. We loved the thrill 
of pursuit the game offered: players trying 
to outwit one another (not the game); Jack 
sweating bullets as the police discuss their 
plans and moved in for the capture; Jack’s 

HOBBIES: COLD WAR GAMEPLAY

MAN H U N TS i b e r i a n

D E S I G N I N G  A  N E W  S T R AT E G Y  G A M E

b y  J E S S E  E Y E R
F o u n d e r  &  D e s i g n e r ,
D a n g e r o u s  G a m e s
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from my first play test, I realized I had a 
winner. Over the next 5 years I spent my 
spare time polishing, re-balancing, and 
playtesting the heck out of the game. I hired 
4 separate professional artists to help bring 
the artwork to life. The final version of the 
game ended up being highly thematic, with 
every game mechanic serving to simulate a 
real-world manhunt in the wilderness.

I launched Siberian Manhunt on Kick-
starter in February 2025 to help crowdfund 

survive encounters with predatory animals, 
and avoid starvation and hypothermia, all 
while being pursued by the KGB. The other 
player would be a Soviet general assigned 
to capture or kill the fugitive. They would 
have the full might of the USSR at their 
disposal: KGB agents and Yakut trackers, 
the Red Army, aerial searches, road blocks, 
and propaganda campaigns. 

The game was a tense and thrilling duel 
of wits between the two players, and right 

THE COLD WAR MUSEUM

D O N A T E  T O D A Y  A T  C O L D W A R . O R G

®
IS A 501(c)(3)  CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION

GIVE TODAY!
Your 2025 gift will make a big difference!

Donate now via this link:
Click Here to Donate

the manufacturing costs. The campaign 
attracted over 1300 backers, and the game 
itself garnered some very nice praise from 
reviewers. I’m already at work on an expan-
sion which continues the pilot’s journey 
down into northern China, with his ulti-
mate destination being democratic South 
Korea. Exciting times ahead!

Siberian Manhunt will be available for 
purchase at select board game shops in Oc-
tober, 2025. 

SIBERIAN MANHUNT: THE GAME

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/dd13f6c6-d152-4647-a1ba-01b5ef740cdb
http://coldwar.org
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No, it was planned for a high-
speed taxi test, but “Article 341’s” 
highly efficient wings pulled it into 
the air unexpectedly. The plane’s 
first flight  was not scheduled un-
til August 4th.

On that 1st day of August 1955, 
Lockheed’s test pilot, Tony LeVier, 
was conducting taxi tests in prepa-
ration for the planned first flight 
a few days away, when at 70 knots 

ANNIVERSARIES OF THE COLD WAR

C O L  C H A R L E S  P.  “ C H U C K ”  W I L S O N ,  U S A F  ( R E T . )

U-2 DRAGON LADY
1955

SEVENTY YEARS AGO, 
AUGUST 1, 1955, THE 
U-2 MADE ITS FIRST 
FLIGHT.

On August 1, 1955, a prototype of 
the U-2 spy plane sped down a run-
way at Groom Lake in Nevada, and 
its massive wings quickly lifted it 
into the sky. But that wasn’t exactly 
how it was supposed to go. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_LeVier
https://www.thisdayinaviation.com/tag/cl-282/
https://www.cia.gov/stories/story/area-51-and-the-accidental-test-flight/
https://www.cia.gov/stories/story/area-51-and-the-accidental-test-flight/
https://www.cia.gov/stories/story/area-51-and-the-accidental-test-flight/
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the U-2 unexpectedly became air-
borne. This surprised LeVier as he 
struggled to get the U-2 back on 
the ground. He was unable to land 
on the first attempt, as the U-2 
bounced back into the air.  LeVier’s 
second attempt to land was success-
ful.  Upon touchdown on the hard-
dry lakebed, the U-2’s tires blew 
out with the brakes catching fire. A 
strut was leaking. The damage was 
not severe as Tony LeVier was back 
in the air on August 4th. 

LeVier said, “I had no intentions 
whatsoever of flying. I immediate-
ly started back toward the ground,  
but had difficulty determining my 
height because the lakebed had 
no markings to judge distance or 

height. I made contact with the 
ground in a left bank of approxi-
mately 10 degrees.”

LOCKHEED’S DESIG-
NATION FOR THE PRO-
POSED AIRCRAFT WAS 
CL-282.

Its fuselage essentially came from 
the XF-104 Starfighter with its 
tooling that could also be used for 
building that new aircraft. The re-
connaissance airplane was produced 
under the code name Operation 
AQUATONE.

Today the Lockheed U-2 is a 
single-seat, single-jet engine air-
craft, used for high-altitude intelli-

gence, surveillance, and reconnais-
sance. Over the last 70 years, the U-2 
has been modified, redesigned, and 
rebuilt. Currently, the U-2S  is the 
Air Force’s only manned, strategic, 
high-altitude, long endurance ISR 
platform and is capable of SIGINT, 
IMINT, and MASINT collection. 
The aircraft’s modular payload sys-
tems allow it to carry a wide vari-
ety of advanced optical, multispec-
tral, EO/IR, SAR, SIGINT, and 
other payloads simultaneously. Its 
open system architecture also per-
mits rapid fielding of new sensors 
to counter emerging threats and re-
quirements. 

The U-2 connects with the 
Air Force Distributed Common 

https://www.thisdayinaviation.com/tag/cl-282/
https://www.thisdayinaviation.com/tag/cl-282/
https://lockheedmartin.com/en-us/news/features/history/u2.html
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE U-2 (continued)

Ground System (AF DCGS), that 
is the Air Force’s primary intelli-
gence, surveillance and reconnais-
sance (ISR) collection, processing 
and exploitation, analysis and dis-
semination system.

In closing, the U-2S is opera-
tional worldwide with GE F118 
engine, state of the art sensors, glass 
cockpits, and a service life that could 
reach into the 2040’s or more. Since 
the U-2 is still flying, the exact al-
titude is classified. The U-2 flies so 

high that the pilot must wear a full 
pressure suit (space suit).  Today’s 
U-2 pilot can only admit to 70,000 
feet. 

Tony LeVier, who passed away 
in 1998, would be proud to know 
of the continuing legacy that he 
was instrumental in “getting off the 
ground.”

The US Air Force plans to retire 
the U-2 Dragon Lady in 2026.  

BECOME A MUSEUM MEMBER TODAY!
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applied to fulfilling the Museum’s mission. 
Contributions to the Museum above and be-
yond membership are also fully deductible in 
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tions to 501(c)(3) organizations.

Colonel Charles P “Chuck” 
Wilson, USAF (Ret.) was sta-
tioned at Port Austin AFS. He is 
a past Chairman of the Board 
for The Cold War Museum®, 
KC-135Q pilot & flight com-
mander, U-2 pilot, U-2 instruc-
tor, and two-time U-2 squad-
ron commander. He served as 
commander of the Air Force 
Command and Control Train-
ing and Innovation Group 
(which later became the 55th 
Command and Control Wing), 
a Pentagon bureaucrat, State 
Department diplomat, and lat-
er a corporate business devel-
opment executive. Col Wilson 
is a docent at the National Air 
& Space Museum in Washing-
ton, D.C.
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NEW AT THE COLD WAR MUSEUM ®

CHEMICAL WEAPONS
IN THE COLD WAR

The museum’s curatorial team has 
been hard at work. We’re proud to un-
veil the museum’s newest exhibit on 
chemical weapons in the Cold War. 
The exhibit focuses on the examples of 
combat use of mustard gas and sarin in 
the Iran-Iraq War and the consequenc-
es for our troops in Desert Storm, and 
the American use of Agent Orange and 
related herbicides in Vietnam. 

The exhibit features artifacts in-
cluding a complete 1980s US MOPP 
chemical suit, of the type worn in Des-
ert Storm with an M17 gas mask, a So-
viet GP-5 gas mask as used in Soviet 
high school Civil Defense education, 
and decontamination equipment like 
that used in conjunction with Agent 
Orange deployments in Vietnam.

In the Iran-Iraq War, the Iraqis 
under Saddam Hussein gassed Iranian 
lines in an attempt to break the stale-
mate in 1983 and onwards. The Ira-
nians developed their own chemical 
weapons program in response. Tens of 
thousands perished in the largest use 
of conventional chemical warfare since 
World War I. Given the taboos sur-
rounding the use of weapons of mass 
destruction, the exhibit raises the ques-
tion of why the international commu-
nity, including both the US and the So-
viet Union, remained largely silent on 
the use of chemical weapons in the war. 
The exhibit puts the war into its larger 
Middle Eastern geopolitical context in 
the wake of the Iranian Revolution. The 
Iran-Iraq War directly precipitated the 

EXHIBIT
V I S I T  T H E
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events of the Gulf War, and as many 
Desert Storm veterans can attest, a de-
fining experience of Desert Storm was 
sweating in chemical gear under the 
desert sun due to the very real threat of 
Iraqi chemical attacks.

The use of Agent Orange has al-
ways been controversial. Twenty to 
thirty percent of South Vietnam was 
directly sprayed with Agent Orange 
to destroy jungle concealment and the 
food crops of villages that supported the 
Viet Cong. While the US Government 

has maintained that Agent Orange and 
its related herbicides were not techni-
cally chemical weapons, other countries 
and NGOs such as the Federation of 
American Scientists maintain that its 
highly toxic and carcinogenic nature 
and its use to attack the food crops of 
South Vietnamese villages thought to 
be harboring Viet Cong guerillas make 
it a chemical weapon in practice. The 
debate has continued and intensified 
as the horrific health effects and envi-
ronmental damage from Agent Orange 

exposure have become more well un-
derstood and continue to plague Vet-
erans and the Vietnamese alike. Many 
Vietnam Veterans are still fighting to 
have their health consequences from 
Agent Orange recognized by the fed-
eral government. Presenting the facts, 
the exhibit prompts visitors to consid-
er the debate for themselves and the 
consequences of Agent Orange in the 
present day. 

— Doug Harsha
     Curator, The Cold War Museum®

The museum’s curatorial team is Doug Harsha, curator, Jeff Proehl, assistant curator, and James Liang, curatori-
al intern. Our next project over the summer is an overhaul of the Vint Hill exhibit, incorporating a new layout,  
a new focus on the people at Vint Hill, and the latest scholarly research on Vint Hill and its WWII ties to residents 
of Fauquier County.
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temporary challenges, offering a sober-
ing reminder of how past choices shape 
present dilemmas. Khan concludes 
with a poignant call for future decisions 
on Taiwan to be informed by history’s 
lessons and unrealized possibilities—a 
timely message as tensions in the Tai-
wan Strait escalate. This work is essen-
tial reading for those seeking a deeper 
understanding of Taiwan’s past and its 
implications for the future.

Howard Blum’s “The Spy Who Knew 
Too Much: An Ex-CIA Officer’s Quest 
Through a Legacy of Betrayal” master-
fully combines investigative journalism 
with the intrigue of a Cold War thrill-
er. The book centers on Tennant “Pete” 
Bagley, a retired CIA officer, who em-
barks on a personal quest to unravel the 
mysterious death of John Paisley, a for-
mer CIA official. 

Alongside this investigation, Bag-
ley confronts his own career’s shad-
owy legacy, including his suspicion of 
a mole within the CIA and the betray-
al that derailed his professional life. 
Blum’s narrative is gripping, weaving 
historical fact with suspenseful story-
telling. The book delves into Bagley’s 

in its analysis of missed opportunities, 
such as the potential for a U.N. trust-
eeship or Formosan separatism during 
the mid-20th century. These alterna-
tives, though feasible, were sidelined by 
Washington’s commitment to Chiang 
Kai-shek’s regime, leading to “strate-
gic drift” that constrained U.S. options. 
His detailed recounting of Cold War 
dynamics highlights how anti-com-
munism shaped U.S.-Taiwan relations 
while avoiding oversimplification of 
either side’s motives. However, the 
book is not without flaws. Some claims, 
such as linking Taiwan’s independence 
movement directly to the 1947 228 In-
cident, are critiqued as oversimplified 
or misleading. 

Despite these missteps, Khan’s 
balanced approach and rigorous re-
search provide valuable insights into 
Taiwan’s unique role in global politics. 
The book’s strength lies in its ability to 
connect historical decisions with con-

Sulmaan Wasif Khan’s “The Struggle 
for Taiwan: A History of America, 
China, and the Island Caught Be-
tween” offers a nuanced exploration of 
Taiwan’s complex historical and geo-
political trajectory. Khan adeptly trac-
es Taiwan’s evolution from a Japanese 
colony to a Cold War flashpoint and its 
current status as a de facto independent 
democracy under constant pressure 
from Beijing. The book excels in un-
packing the policy missteps, ideologi-
cal clashes, and strategic indecision by 
both the U.S. and China that have per-
petuated Taiwan’s precarious position. 
Khan’s narrative is most compelling 

The Cold War Museum’s® 
book reviews are written 
by Brigadier General Chad  
Manske, USAF (Ret.), 30th 
Commandant of the National 
War College at Fort Lesley J. 
McNair, Washington, D.C.

B O O K  R E V I E W S  B Y  M A N S K E

The Struggle for Taiwan:
A History of America, China, 
& the Island Caught Between
by Sulmaan Wasif Khan
Basic Books, 336 pages, 2024

See the Museum’s Lecture Schedule at this link: CWM® LECTURE SERIES

FOR MORE BOOK REVIEWS, 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

COLDWAR.ORG

The Spy Who Knew
Too Much:
An Ex-CIA Officer’s Quest
Through a Legacy
of Betrayal
by Howard Blum
Harper, 352 pages, 2022

https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=16883
https://coldwar.org
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ticize their work. Instead, he critiques 
how ideological rigidity and moral 
compromises led to failures that under-
mined America’s global standing. 

The spies’ disillusionment mirrors 
the broader tragedy of U.S. foreign pol-
icy devolving from a beacon of democ-
racy to an imperial force. Anderson’s 
narrative is meticulously researched 
yet accessible. He balances thrilling ac-
counts of covert operations with sharp 
historical analysis, connecting personal 
stories to global events like the Berlin 
blockade, Stalin’s death, and the Korean 
War. 

However, his decision to weave 
their stories into short, fragmented 
chapters can make following the char-
acters challenging at times. What sets 
“The Quiet Americans” apart is its 
moral clarity. Anderson highlights how 
Washington’s leaders often prioritized 
brute force over nuanced strategy, pro-
longing conflicts like the Cold War and 
tarnishing America’s reputation. 

As Lansdale famously observed, “It’s 
not enough to be against communism; 
you have to be for something.” By the 
book’s end, readers are left questioning 
what America truly stood for during 
this tumultuous period. Engaging and 
thought-provoking, “The Quiet Amer-
icans” is both a riveting spy tale and a 
cautionary reflection on power and prin-
ciple. It is essential reading for anyone 
interested in Cold War history or the 
ethical dilemmas of intelligence work.

Scott Anderson’s “The Quiet Ameri-
cans: Four CIA Spies at the Dawn of 
the Cold War—A Tragedy in Three 
Acts” is a gripping and morally com-
plex exploration of espionage during 
the early Cold War. Through the lives 
of four CIA operatives—Frank Wis-
ner, Peter Sichel, Michael Burke, and 
Edward Lansdale—Anderson recon-
structs the chaotic post-World War II 
era when America’s intelligence appa-
ratus sought to counter Soviet expan-
sion, often at the expense of its own 
ideals.

The book’s strength lies in its viv-
id character studies. Each spy brings 
a unique background and personality: 
Wisner, a brilliant but tormented spy-
master; Sichel, a German Jew who fled 
Nazism; Burke, a former football star 
turned covert operative; and Lansdale, 
a charismatic ad executive. 

Their exploits include training an-
ti-communist commandos, orchestrat-
ing coups, and outmaneuvering the 
KGB. Yet Anderson does not roman-

relentless search for truth, highlighting 
his clashes with institutional bureaucra-
cy and the psychological toll of being os-
tracized by his peers. Blum paints a vivid 
picture of Cold War espionage, enriched 
by a “Cast of Characters” guide to help 
readers navigate the labyrinth of spies, 
double agents, and defectors. 

The narrative’s complexity mirrors 
the real-life chaos of espionage during 
the era, yet Blum’s clear prose ensures 
accessibility. The story also explores 
Bagley’s strained relationship with his 
daughter Christina, who marries into 
the family of a man pivotal in her fa-
ther’s downfall. This personal dimension 
adds emotional depth to the tale, mak-
ing it not just a spy story but also one of 
redemption and reconciliation. 

Blum’s meticulous research, bol-
stered by access to Bagley’s writings 
and other sources, lends authenticity to 
the account. Praised for its thriller-like 
pacing and historical accuracy, “The Spy 
Who Knew Too Much” is both an en-
grossing narrative and a sobering reflec-
tion on betrayal—personal and institu-
tional. It is a must-read for fans of true 
espionage stories and those interested in 
the human cost of intelligence work. CONTINUED ON PAGE 41

The Quiet Americans:
Four CIA Spies at the
Dawn of the Cold War
by Scott Anderson
Doubleday, 576 pages, 2020
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intelligence and outsmart the enemy. 
The book introduces us to a cast 

of remarkable characters, including 
Joseph Curtiss, a literature professor 
who hunted German spies and turned 
them into double agents, and Sherman 
Kent, a witty history professor who rose 
to become head of analysis for Europe 
and Africa. 

We also meet Adele Kibre, an archi-
vist sent on a covert mission to Stock-
holm to acquire crucial documents. 
Graham’s writing style is engaging and 
accessible, making complex historical 
events easy to follow. She skillfully bal-
ances rigorous research with narrative 
flair, bringing these unsung heroes to 
life. 

The author’s enthusiasm for her 
subject is evident, and she takes care to 
distinguish between documented facts 
and speculative reconstructions. One of 
the book’s strengths is its exploration of 
how these academics’ wartime experi-
ences shaped modern intelligence prac-
tices and transformed American higher 
education after the war. 

Graham also highlights the of-
ten-overlooked importance of librar-
ies and archives in national security, 
demonstrating how seemingly mun-
dane documents can become vital re-
sources in times of crisis. “Book and 
Dagger” is more than just a war story; 
it’s a testament to the power of knowl-
edge and the unexpected ways in which 
humanities scholars can change the 
world. It offers a fresh perspective on 
World War II history and celebrates 
the contributions of those who fought 
with books and wits rather than guns. 

For readers who enjoy dark aca-
demia, spy thrillers, or lesser-known 
historical narratives, “Book and Dag-
ger” is an inspiring and gripping true 
story that will leave you with a new-
found appreciation for the role of 
scholars in shaping world events.

In “Book and Dagger,” Elyse Graham 
uncovers a fascinating chapter of World 
War II history that reads like a thrilling 
spy novel. This meticulously researched 
work reveals how academics and librar-
ians became unlikely heroes in the fight 
against Nazi Germany. Graham’s nar-
rative focuses on the Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS), the precursor to the 
CIA, which recruited scholars to fill its 
ranks. 

Suddenly, literature professors, 
historians, and librarians found them-
selves thrust into the world of espio-
nage, using their unique skills to gather 

Book and Dagger:
How Scholars and Librar-
ians Became the Unlikely 
Spies of World War II
by Elyse Graham
Ecco, 400 pages, 2024

BOOK REVIEWS
BY MANSKE
(continued)

Individual Membership
$35/year

Member Benefits
• Access to The Cold War Times

    (including all prior issues)
• Listed as a “Founding Member”

• Priority access to Interim Chairman

         Sponsorship Circles

• Friend
• Associate
• Colleague
• Patron
• Benefactor
• Guardian
• Freedom Circle

$50/year
$75/year
$100/year
$180/year
$300/year
$600/year
$1,200/year

The Cold War Museum® is an all-vol-
unteer operation. 100 percent of your 
contributions are applied to fulfilling 
the Museum’s mission. Contributions 
to the Museum above and beyond 
membership are also fully deductible in 
accordance with IRS guidelines for con-
tributions to 501(c)(3) organizations.

JOIN THE
COLD WAR

MUSEUM
TODAY!

JOIN ONLINE AT 

COLDWAR.ORG

https://coldwar.org/default.asp?nid=7413
https://coldwar.org/default.asp?nid=7413
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·	 Maintain a Display Room at the Fuge cele-
brating the history of the Naval Air Devel-
opment/Warfare Center (NADC/NAWC).

·	 Hold other special events, including “Cold 
War Movie” events

·	 Deliver presentations for vari-
ous events (see next page for topics 

How can you help?
·	 Volunteer – there are a variety of opportu-

nities!
·	 Be interviewed or connect us with someone 

who we should interview for our oral histo-
ry collection

·	 Attend our events (both live and virtual) 
·	 Tax deductible donation (100% of proceeds 

dedicated to historical preservation!)

Contact Us!
Eleanor O’Rangers, Co-founder & President    
917.816.7547 
mail@ColdWarHistory.org 
www.ColdWarHistory.org

Who are we? 
Founded in 2010 and celebrating our 15th year in Bucks 
County, we are a non-profit organization dedicated to 
preserving the contributions that current/former res-
idents of southeastern Pennsylvania (and nearby re-
gions) made toward protecting the United States during 
the Cold War. 

We are also a non-profit affiliate to the State of Pennsyl-
vania in support of the Semiquincentennial which will 
commemorate the 250th anniversary of the founding 
of the United States, Pennsylvania’s integral role in that 
event, and the impact of its people on the nation’s past, 
present, and future in July 2026.

What do we do?
·	 Collect oral histories
·	 Organize the “History in Our Backyard” lec-

ture/webinar program
·	 Host an annual “Veterans Tribute” event
·	 Maintain a Veterans Virtual Wall of Honor 

(www.sepaveterans.com). 

ADVERTISEMENT

Southeastern Pennsylvania
Cold War Historical Society

Preserving history through the memories of those who created it.

A 501(c)(3) corporation

DONATE TO THE MUSEUM 
TODAY!

The Cold War Museum® 
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization

Donate now via this link:
DONATE NOW

mailto:mail@ColdWarHistory.org
http://www.ColdWarHistory.org
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/dd13f6c6-d152-4647-a1ba-01b5ef740cdb
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/dd13f6c6-d152-4647-a1ba-01b5ef740cdb
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Presentation Topics
If you have a special request, let us know! The follow-
ing are presentation topics we have delivered in the 
past:

The Cold War in Bucks County: Preparing Astronauts 
to Win the Space Race

Hidden Figures of the Cold War in Bucks County, PA

Did You Know? Tales of the Cold War in Bucks Coun-
ty, PA

Aerospace Innovations of the Greater Philadelphia 
Region

Co-Founder & President

Eleanor A. O’Rangers

A clinical pharmacist by training, with a specialization in 
cardiovascular pharmacology, Eleanor has worked in the 
pharmaceutical industry as a medical director for a major 
pharmaceutical brand and served as a field-based scientist. 
She continues to work as a scientific strategist/content expert 
for several pharmaceutical clients.

Eleanor volunteers at the National Air and Space Muse-
um in Washington, D.C. where she has been a docent since 
1995. She considers it a privilege to educate the public on 
the history of U.S. aviation and spaceflight and is delighted 
by engaged tour participants, particularly children.

Eleanor is an alumnus of McDonald Elementary 
School in Warminster, PA, which she attended from grades 

ADVERTISEMENT

2 through 6. As a child, she recalls her father taking her and 
her brother to open houses at the Naval Air Development 
Center (later Naval Air Warfare Center), which operated in 
Warminster from 1944 to 1996 as a research and develop-
ment center of excellence for naval aviation.

Inspired by her childhood fascination with the naval 
base, Eleanor co-founded the Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Cold War Historical Society in 2010. Her organization 
initially focused on  the collection of oral histories of in-
dividuals who contributed to winning the Cold War in the 
greater Philadelphia Region. Since 2012, the organization 
has sponsored  educational programming (live and by we-
binar) on Cold War and Space Race-related topics. Final-
ly, the organization assists with preservation of Naval Air 
Development Center heritage, including the legacy of the 
Johnsville Centrifuge, formerly the world’s largest and most 
powerful research tool for studying the mysterious accel-
eration, or “G” forces, encountered by pilots or astronauts 
during flight. Much of our modern understanding of these 
G forces was elucidated by researchers at this facility.
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Why the Air Force Can’t Wait to Retire Its 
Legendary U-2 Spy Plane

NIKE Missile Site SF-88 
h tt p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / s h a re /
r/15rLcrgf71/?mibextid=wwXIfr

Son of spy pilot preserves history at Cold 
War Museum in Vint Hill 
Son of spy pilot preserves history at Cold 
War Museum | Headlines | insidenova.
com

Atomic Museum 
https://atomicmuseum.vegas

Americans in Wartime – Adelbert “Buz” 
Carpenter, Cold War, Vietnam War  https://
www.americansinwartime.org/explore/
voices-of-freedom/adelbert-buz-carpenter

How the US Military Scrambled to Recover 
a Missing Bomb During the Cold War 
https://www.military.com/history/how-
us-military-scrambled-recover-missing-
bomb-during-cold-war.html

America’s First Broken Arrow Incident 
Happened 75 Years Ago 
h t t p s : / / w w w . y a h o o . c o m / n e w s /
a m e r i c a - f i r s t - b ro ke n - a r ro w - i n c i -
dent-201430672.html

American Security Agency Alumni 
h t t p s : / / f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/295990530519107/perma-
link/9198100430308028/?mibex-
tid=wwXIfr

Black Cats: Taiwan’s Cold War U-2 Spy Pi-
lots Risked Life and Limb - The National 
Interest
 
Steven Spielberg’s two favourite Richard 
Burton performances - Far Out Magazine

The Berlin Airlift 
berlinairlift.org

Dear friends, while on my second 
Gary Powers, Jr., Cold War Tour from 
London to Berlin https://garypowers.
com/spy-tours, I was approached by 
the U.K. podcast host, Ian, about being 
interviewed on Armor and Cavalry 
Ops, weapons systems, and the U.S. 
Army training routine in Germany 
circa 1980. To infuse more personality 
than I possess, I had my 1st Bn 37th 
Armor buddy, Mike Hatchett, join me. 
Former Armor officers should especially 
enjoy the first 30 minutes. As it was an 
enjoyable experience for me; perhaps 
you might want to contact Ian about a 
Cold War podcast interview yourself.
 
Ian made a short promotional video for 
our episode at https://make.headliner.
app/download/f4170c26-8987-4126-
a14f-aca2ddbfc8c5
 
The link to the 78-minute interview 
itself is https://coldwarconversations.
com/episode414/  Best, Doug B. 
 
—Ian Sanders FRHistS, Host & Producer of 
Cold War Conversations

COLD WAR LINKS OF INTEREST

‘13 Days’ is an interactive counterfactual 
history game in which players experience 
the backroom discussions that shaped 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, first-hand. It is 
October 1962. You are President John 
F. Kennedy, and your country is on the 
brink of a nuclear war with the USSR. A 
single wrong decision might blow up 
the Cold War and lead to the eradication 
of the human race, and the clock is 
ticking. Examine real and counterfactual 
historical sources and take advice from 
your war cabinet as this history simulation 
unfolds, immersing yourself in the 
military decisions that shaped the course 
of 20th-century history – and experience 
forty unique, alternate pathways that 
humanity could have ventured down. 

In an increasingly digitized world, 
‘13 Days’ reimagines the teaching and 
learning of history, using gamification 
and interactive, immersive gameplay to 
engage students with a school subject 
that is more important than ever.

Play the game for free on 
any computer browser at  https://
www.13daysgame.com.

The only Army Reserve searchlight unit in the United States Army, Battery E, 
29th Artillery, sights in an 8-million-candle-power light during proficiency 
tests at Camp McCoy, Wis., in July 1950 during the Korean War. 
U.S. Army Photo

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/why-the-air-force-cant-wait-to-retire-its-legendary-u-2-spy-plane
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/why-the-air-force-cant-wait-to-retire-its-legendary-u-2-spy-plane
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/15rLcrgf71/?mibextid=wwXIfr

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/15rLcrgf71/?mibextid=wwXIfr

https://www.insidenova.com/headlines/son-of-spy-pilot-preserves-history-memories-at-cold-war-museum-in-vint-hill/article_ce3665a0-aa5b-485d-83a4-531324fe9326.html
https://www.insidenova.com/headlines/son-of-spy-pilot-preserves-history-memories-at-cold-war-museum-in-vint-hill/article_ce3665a0-aa5b-485d-83a4-531324fe9326.html
https://www.insidenova.com/headlines/son-of-spy-pilot-preserves-history-memories-at-cold-war-museum-in-vint-hill/article_ce3665a0-aa5b-485d-83a4-531324fe9326.html
https://atomicmuseum.vegas
https://www.americansinwartime.org/explore/voices-of-freedom/adelbert-buz-carpenter

https://www.americansinwartime.org/explore/voices-of-freedom/adelbert-buz-carpenter
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https://www.military.com/history/how-us-military-scrambled-recover-missing-bomb-during-cold-war.html

https://www.military.com/history/how-us-military-scrambled-recover-missing-bomb-during-cold-war.html
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https://www.yahoo.com/news/america-first-broken-arrow-incident-201430672.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/america-first-broken-arrow-incident-201430672.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/america-first-broken-arrow-incident-201430672.html
https://facebook.com/groups/295990530519107/permalink/9198100430308028/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://facebook.com/groups/295990530519107/permalink/9198100430308028/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://facebook.com/groups/295990530519107/permalink/9198100430308028/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://facebook.com/groups/295990530519107/permalink/9198100430308028/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/black-cats-taiwans-cold-war-u-2-spy-pilots-risked-life-and-limb&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTUzNDAxNjcwMjg3NjA5MDg0NTYyGmFjYmJkY2NkNTRjZDc4Mzg6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw2QuZ8Vl9qn6ZGhtjZo9DiN
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/black-cats-taiwans-cold-war-u-2-spy-pilots-risked-life-and-limb&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTUzNDAxNjcwMjg3NjA5MDg0NTYyGmFjYmJkY2NkNTRjZDc4Mzg6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw2QuZ8Vl9qn6ZGhtjZo9DiN
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/black-cats-taiwans-cold-war-u-2-spy-pilots-risked-life-and-limb&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTUzNDAxNjcwMjg3NjA5MDg0NTYyGmFjYmJkY2NkNTRjZDc4Mzg6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw2QuZ8Vl9qn6ZGhtjZo9DiN
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://faroutmagazine.co.uk/richard-burtons-greatest-performances-according-steven-spielberg/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoUMTUzNDAxNjcwMjg3NjA5MDg0NTYyGmFjYmJkY2NkNTRjZDc4Mzg6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw01iXk9ccr8vSI7YPSmVSHE
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://faroutmagazine.co.uk/richard-burtons-greatest-performances-according-steven-spielberg/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoUMTUzNDAxNjcwMjg3NjA5MDg0NTYyGmFjYmJkY2NkNTRjZDc4Mzg6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw01iXk9ccr8vSI7YPSmVSHE
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://faroutmagazine.co.uk/richard-burtons-greatest-performances-according-steven-spielberg/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoUMTUzNDAxNjcwMjg3NjA5MDg0NTYyGmFjYmJkY2NkNTRjZDc4Mzg6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw01iXk9ccr8vSI7YPSmVSHE
http://berlinairlift.org/
https://garypowers.com/spy-tours
https://garypowers.com/spy-tours
https://make.headliner.app/download/f4170c26-8987-4126-a14f-aca2ddbfc8c5
https://make.headliner.app/download/f4170c26-8987-4126-a14f-aca2ddbfc8c5
https://make.headliner.app/download/f4170c26-8987-4126-a14f-aca2ddbfc8c5
https://coldwarconversations.com/episode414/
https://coldwarconversations.com/episode414/
https://www.13daysgame.com
https://www.13daysgame.com
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consecutive days. Another experiment 
involved hypnotising women to commit 
acts of violence, with no memory of the 
events afterwards. Most MKUltra files 
were destroyed in 1973, but the surviving 
records paint a grim picture of unethical 
and at times criminal behaviour. 

One of the CIA’s most controversial 
programmes was Operation Paperclip, 
launched after World War II. It brought 
over 1,600 former Nazi scientists — 
including SS officers — into the United 
States. Figures like Wernher von Braun 
and Kurt Debus were instrumental in the 
US space programme, despite their Nazi 
affiliations.

Note: Learn more about tihe 
MKULTRA program in our comprehensive 
Military-Intelligence Corruption 
Information Center. For more, read our 
concise summaries of news articles on 
intelligence agency corruption.

Greetings everyone,
The news reminded me of my youth 
and the question, when did I watched 
personally a parade for the last time.  It 
must have been the 1987 4th July Parde 
of the US Military at McNair Barracks in 
Berlin.  Attached are links for YouTube-
clips of the 4th July parade 1985 as well 
as the Allied forces day parade (probably 
around 1980).  

My family lived in Moscow in 1962-
1964 and again in 1977-1979. My 
father, Captain Tony Bracken, was 
assistant and then U.S. naval attaché. 
The early period may be of most 
interested to you as there was major 
press coverage of espionage-related 
events. But there was also a big 
cooperative event in the second period.  
My father’s biography is here. 
https://www.lenbracken.com/assorted/
tony_bracken.html  

His more detailed life chronology is 
here. 
https://www.lenbracken.com/assorted/
tony_bracken_chronology.html  

Both pages include newspaper articles 
and other texts.

CIA’s declassified files reveal Cold War-
era plans involving condoms, mind 
control, fake sex tapes and psychic 
experiments, April 17, 2025, MSN 
News 
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/
world/cia-s-declassified-files-reveal...

Recently declassified CIA documents 
revealed a strange and disturbing 
history of covert operations that 
veered into the surreal. One of the 
most unusual plans, dating back to the 
1950s, involved airdropping extra-large 
condoms labelled “small” or “medium” 
over Soviet territories to intimidate 
enemy soldiers and lower morale. 

In another covert attempt at 
psychological warfare, the CIA in 2005 
commissioned GI Joe creator Donald 
Levine to design an Osama Bin Laden 
action figure with a face that would 
peel off in sunlight to reveal a demonic 
visage. Only three prototypes were 
ever made. Among the most notorious 
CIA initiatives was Project MKUltra, 
launched in 1953, which aimed to 
explore mind control through 149 
secret experiments. Some of these were 
conducted without subjects’ consent. 

In one extreme case, a Kentucky 
patient was allegedly given LSD for 179 

COLD WAR LINKS OF INTEREST

What was special about the 1985 
4th July parade is that for the first time 
the USAF had a C-5 doing a fly by. The 
border to east Germany was just 1/4 of 
a mile south of the end of the parade 
square, so the east Germans in the Town 
of Teltow right south of it got something 
big flying over their heads.  

The fun part about the Allied forces 
day parade: there were some 80 battle 
tanks. Half of them French (!) The 
French had 40 tanks and all of them 
participated in the parade.  The British 
had 18 Chieftain tanks in Berlin of 
which 2 were kept at the British HQ on 
alert, while the other 16 to the parade. 
it happened twice that only 15 returned 
without trouble. 

In 1989 the French had to tow one 
“home” from the parade for the British.  
The US Army had Co. F. 40 Armor with 
22 M60A3. In the week East Berlin 
celebrated the 40th anniversary of the 
GDR, Co F 40 Armor replaced their 22 
M60´s with 30 M1A1 Abrams.  

The fate of history resulted in Co. 
F only doing two 4th July parades 
with them in 1990 and 1991 and only 
1 public appearance outside the US 
sector for the open house of the French 
barracks.  The Allied parades were always 
something special. And the majority of 
the Berliners were thankful.

Best regards
David Greer
Munich, Germany
Berlin Brigade 

Parade 4th of July 1985
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CWcLz6zcioM

Parade der Alliierten in West Berlin 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5arKXig0hEw

CONTINUES
NEXT PAGE

V-2 rocket at White Sands Missile 
Range in New Mexico, late 1940s.
NASA Photo

https://www.wanttoknow.info/military-intelligence-corruption-information
https://www.wanttoknow.info/military-intelligence-corruption-information
https://wanttoknow.info/intelligenceagencymediaarticles
https://wanttoknow.info/intelligenceagencymediaarticles
https://www.lenbracken.com/assorted/tony_bracken.html
https://www.lenbracken.com/assorted/tony_bracken.html
https://www.lenbracken.com/assorted/tony_bracken_chronology.html
https://www.lenbracken.com/assorted/tony_bracken_chronology.html
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/cia-s-declassified-files-reveal-cold-war-era-plans-involving-condoms-mind-control-fake-sex-tapes-and-psychic-experiments/ar-AA1D4OON
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/cia-s-declassified-files-reveal-cold-war-era-plans-involving-condoms-mind-control-fake-sex-tapes-and-psychic-experiments/ar-AA1D4OON
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWcLz6zcioM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWcLz6zcioM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5arKXig0hEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5arKXig0hEw
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(cont.)

65 Years Later: The MARIE Incident and 
the Civilians Who Served in Silence 
In Service and Silence

Cold War History on the Radio! 
www.ColdWar-Ct.com

Why the Air Force Can’t Wait to Retire 
Its Legendary U-2 Spy Plane  
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/
buzz/why-the-air-force-cant-wait-to-
retire-its-legendary-u-2-spy-plane 

Shadow Flyer: The Life of Bob Ericson, 
CIA and NASA U-2 Pilot by Chris Pocock
 
The day a U-2 crashed in Bolivia after 
its pilot died suffering hypoxia while 
overflying Cuba ... The Aviation Geek 
Club

CIA admits shadowy officer monitored 
Oswald before JFK assassination, new 
records reveal

Jon Evans was a CIA medical officer 
who was also a former Army physician. 
He and a Continental Air Services pilot, 
Arlie Harter, were killed when their 
Beech Baron twin propeller plane 
crashed in northern Thailand while 
flying to Vientiane, Laos. Evans began 
his multi-decade relationship with 
the CIA in 1948 when he helped to 
establish the medical department. He 
alternated between stateside hospital 
administration roles and assignments 
in Iran, India, Korea, and Thailand. 

For a complete accounting of this, see 
the Studies in Intelligence Volume 67, 
No 3 (Extracts, September 2023) 
https://www.cia.gov/
resources/csi/static/

THE COLD WAR IN PHOTOS

USAF Second Lieutenant Charles Carter, Jr.,poses in front of an F-86 Sabre at McGuire Air Force Base, 
New Jersey,  in the late 1950s. Carter spent 28 years in the U.S. Air Force, retiring as a Major.
dod Photo viA mAJ (ret.) chArleS cArter, Jr.

NEW JERSEY
1950s

https://www.tnewtont.com/in-service-and-silence/
http://www.ColdWar-Ct.com
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/why-the-air-force-cant-wait-to-retire-its-legendary-u-2-spy-plane
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/why-the-air-force-cant-wait-to-retire-its-legendary-u-2-spy-plane
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/why-the-air-force-cant-wait-to-retire-its-legendary-u-2-spy-plane
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0FG7W865J
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0FG7W865J
https://theaviationgeekclub.com/the-day-a-u-2-crashed-in-bolivia-after-its-pilot-died-suffering-hypoxia-while-overflying-cuba-and-after-us-navy-f-4s-failed-to-shoot-it-down/
https://theaviationgeekclub.com/the-day-a-u-2-crashed-in-bolivia-after-its-pilot-died-suffering-hypoxia-while-overflying-cuba-and-after-us-navy-f-4s-failed-to-shoot-it-down/
https://theaviationgeekclub.com/the-day-a-u-2-crashed-in-bolivia-after-its-pilot-died-suffering-hypoxia-while-overflying-cuba-and-after-us-navy-f-4s-failed-to-shoot-it-down/
https://theaviationgeekclub.com/the-day-a-u-2-crashed-in-bolivia-after-its-pilot-died-suffering-hypoxia-while-overflying-cuba-and-after-us-navy-f-4s-failed-to-shoot-it-down/
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/05/cia-agent-oswald-kennedy-assassination
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/05/cia-agent-oswald-kennedy-assassination
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/05/cia-agent-oswald-kennedy-assassination
https://www.cia.gov/resources/csi/static/d265121508a46f1a0b465a5d53834206/Article-Jon-Evans-and-CIA-Ops-in-Laos-Sep-2023.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/resources/csi/static/d265121508a46f1a0b465a5d53834206/Article-Jon-Evans-and-CIA-Ops-in-Laos-Sep-2023.pdf
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I N  M E M O R I A M

Here are the stories of a few of the many Cold Warriors who have passed on recently. Some you may 
have heard of, some not. All are worthy of our remembrance and respect, most because of what they 
did to protect the rest of us during the Cold War. In many cases they were ordinary people who were 
called upon to do extraordinary things, and who were then happy to step back from any spotlight, 
knowing that they’d done their duty. We also include other notable Cold War figures, including some 
from the East and some who are historically important because of their treachery.

With heavy hearts we must in-
form you of the passing of Richard 
L. Armitage.

Richard L. Armitage, former 
deputy secretary of state under 
President George W. Bush, died 
unexpectedly on Sunday April 13 at 
the age of 79.   The cause of death 
was a pulmonary embolism.

Ambassador Armitage served as 
deputy to Secretary of State Colin 
Powell from 2001 to 2004, the tu-
multuous years of the 9/11 attacks 
and the start of the wars in Afghan-
istan and Iraq.  Before that he had 
served as a senior Defense Depart-
ment official during the Reagan ad-
ministration and as a special presi-
dential envoy for President George 
H.W. Bush.

“Rich,” as he was called, gradu-
ated from the United States Naval 

ARMITAGE, Richard Academy in 1967 and served one 
tour as an officer aboard a destroy-
er off the coast of Vietnam before 
volunteering to serve in-country as 
an advisor to South Vietnamese riv-
erine forces.  He served three com-
bat tours, earning the Bronze Star, 
Navy Commendation Medal and 
Navy Achievement Medal, all with 
Combat Vs.  In the days leading up 
to the fall of Saigon, he organized 
the evacuation of South Vietnamese 
naval ships and personnel, leading a 
flotilla carrying an estimated 30,000 
refugees to safety in the Philippines.

After he left government ser-
vice in 2004, Ambassador Armitage 
founded Armitage International, a 
consulting firm which he ran until 
his death.   In 2005, Armitage was 
awarded a knighthood from the 
Queen of England and has since re-
ceived awards from the governments 
of Japan, New Zealand, Australia, 
and Romania as well as an honor-
ary doctorate from Keio University 
in Japan.   In 2013, he received the 
Distinguished Graduate Award 
from the Naval Academy.

He is survived by his wife Laura 
and eight children.

The U.S. Naval Academy As-
sociation has posted a  short vid-
eo  cataloguing some of his many 
achievements across his remarkable 
life. We look forward to sharing re-
membrances of Ambassador Armit-

age with you in the days and weeks 
ahead.

h t t p s : / / e n g l i s h . k y o d o n e w s . n e t /
news/2025/04/7ec8fa5b77aa-armitage-for-
mer-us-deputy-secretary-of-state-dies.html? 

https://www.rfa.org/english/china/2025/04/15/
china-taiwan-us-richard-armitage-death/

h t t p s : / / w w w . j a p a n t i m e s . c o . j p /
news/2025/04/15/japan/politics/richard-ar-
mitage-obituary/

https://www.mk.co.kr/en/world/11292296
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/society/obituar-

ies/20250415-249211/

BATESON, Robert
Cold War U-2 Pilot
June 18, 1947 – June 17, 2025

Robert Berrien Bateson, be-
loved father, grandfather, veteran, 
and aviator, passed away on June 17, 
2025, just one day shy of his 78th 
birthday. Born in Cumming, Geor-
gia, Robert—known to many by his 
Air Force call sign “Lebeacon”—led 
a remarkable life defined by service, 
adventure, and deep devotion to 
family.

A proud veteran, Robert served 
in the United States Air Force 
during the Vietnam War as a refu-
eling pilot, supporting missions in 
critical times. Following his wartime 
service, he continued his military 

https://youtu.be/XSnAcunVF6I?si=6igy4TylCB0UDuHU
https://youtu.be/XSnAcunVF6I?si=6igy4TylCB0UDuHU
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2025/04/7ec8fa5b77aa-armitage-former-us-deputy-secretary-of-state-dies.html? 

https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2025/04/7ec8fa5b77aa-armitage-former-us-deputy-secretary-of-state-dies.html? 

https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2025/04/7ec8fa5b77aa-armitage-former-us-deputy-secretary-of-state-dies.html? 

https://www.rfa.org/english/china/2025/04/15/china-taiwan-us-richard-armitage-death/

https://www.rfa.org/english/china/2025/04/15/china-taiwan-us-richard-armitage-death/

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2025/04/15/japan/politics/richard-armitage-obituary/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2025/04/15/japan/politics/richard-armitage-obituary/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2025/04/15/japan/politics/richard-armitage-obituary/
https://www.mk.co.kr/en/world/11292296
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/society/obituaries/20250415-249211/
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/society/obituaries/20250415-249211/
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career as a respected flight instruc-
tor and ultimately as a U-2 pilot, 
flying high-altitude reconnaissance 
missions in defense of the nation. 
His Air Force career took him all 
over the world before retiring with 
distinction in 1991.

Robert continued his passion for 
aviation as a commercial pilot for 
American Airlines, where he flew 
for nearly two decades before retir-
ing in 2009. In retirement, he em-
braced life on the road, traveling to 
visit friends and family across Flor-
ida, Georgia, Tennessee, Missouri, 
Texas, California, and especially 
Minnesota—home to the cherished 
family cabin.

Robert found peace and joy at 
the cabin, where he spent as much 
time as possible surrounded by na-
ture, family, and neighbors around 
the lake. He enjoyed working on 
engines, fishing, raising various farm 
animals, and the loyal companion-
ship of his dogs over the years.

He is survived by his former 
wife, Diane Bateson, his daughters 
Rebecca Carter and Katie Bateson, 
his son Benjamin Bateson, and his 
grandson Jaiben Stokes, all of whom 
carry forward his legacy of strength, 
curiosity, and compassion.

Robert will be remembered for 
his sharp wit, generous heart, and 
lifelong sense of duty. His presence 

was a steady beacon—guiding, pro-
tecting, and inspiring those fortu-
nate enough to know him.

A celebration of life will be 
planned later this summer. In lieu of 
flowers, the family asks that dona-
tions be made in Robert’s name to 
the Wounded Warrior Project or a 
Veteran’s charity of your choice.

HALL, Robert

Robert Cargill Hall, Sr. 88, died 
on April 10, 2025 after a long bout 
with congenital heart failure. He was 
born in Rochester, Minnesota, on 
17 January 1937 to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Jane Cargilland Dr. Byron Ells-
worth Hall. The family moved from 
Rochester to the San Francisco in 
1952 when Dr. Hall accepted an of-
fer to teach at the Stanford Univer-
sity Medical School, then situated 
in San Francisco. Cargill attended 
Shattuck School (now Shattuck-St. 
Mary’s School) in Faribault, MN, 
graduating in June 1955.

That fall Cargill attended Whit-
man College in Walla Walla, Wash-
ington. In 1957 he attended the 
Escola Brasileira de Administracao 
Publica, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
where he received a certificate of 
completion. Back at Whitman, Car-
gill married Beverley Anne Chich-
ester in May 1958. The next year 
in June he received his BA degree. 

(Cargill and Beverley had three 
children: Robert Cargill Hall, Jr. in 
1959, Melanie Anne Hall in 1960, 
and Bradshaw Chichester Hall in 
1961.) Upon his graduation, the 
family returned to the Bay Area 
where Cargill accepted a position 
with Lockheed Missile and Space 
Division in Sunnyvale. While work-
ing at Lockheed,

Cargill attended California 
State University at San Jose, receiv-
ing an MA degree in 1966.

In 1961 he responded when the 
National Space Club announced a 
national historical essay competi-
tion on the exploration and uses of 
outer space. Early the next year Hall 
received word that he had won the 
first Robert F. Goddard Historical 
Essay Award, National Space Club, 
for 1962.

He repeated this accomplish-
ment with another National Space 
Club Goddard historical essay 
award in 1963.When in the fall of 
1966 Hall graduated from the Cal-
ifornia State University at San Jose, 
he applied as a public historian, re-
searching and writing histories for 
NASA at the California Institute of 
Technology’s Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory ( JPL), then responsible for 
national space exploration at lunar 
distances and beyond in the solar 
system.

In early 1967 Hall joined the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, 
California, as its historian. There he 
researched and wrote a history of 
NASA’s first successful lunar probe, 
Lunar Impact: A History of Proj-
ect Ranger, published by NASA in 
1976. Upon completing the Ranger 
history, Hall joined the Air Force 
History and Museums Program as 
an historian at Headquarters Stra-
tegic Air Command (SAC) in Ne-
braska, where he contributed weap-
on system acquisition studies and 
portions of the classified annual 
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MAIO, Domeniccommand histories (1977-1980). 
He subsequently served as Depu-
ty Command Historian at Head-
quarters Military Airlift Command 
(MAC) in Illinois (1980-81), and 
then as Chief of the Research Di-
vision and (concurrently) Deputy 
Director of the Air Force Histor-
ical Research Agency (the service 
archive) at Air University in Mont-
gomery, Alabama (1981-1989).

Among other volumes besides 
the Ranger History, Hall edited Case 
Studies in Strategic Bombardment; The 
U.S. Air Force in Space; Early Cold 
War Overflights, 1950-1956; Light-
ning over Bougainville: The Yamamo-
to Mission Reconsidered; and wrote 
“Clandestine Victory: Eisenhower 
and Overhead Reconnaissance in the 
Cold War,” which appears in Dennis 
E. Showalter, ed., Forging the Shield: 
Eisenhower and National Security for 
the 21st Century (Chicago: Imprint 
Publications, 2005). 

His most recent work in the open 
literature is, with Richard K. Smith, 
Five Down, No Glory: Frank G. Tin-
ker, Mercenary Ace in the Spanish 
Civil War (Annapolis, Naval Insti-
tute Press, 2011). Since 1962, Hall 
also contributed numerous articles 
and chapters on the history of aero-
nautics, astronautics, space law and 
U.S. space policy to various journals, 
anthologies, and encyclopedias. His 
publications in the unclassified open 
literature remain available online. 

Selected in 1998 as Chief His-
torian of the National Reconnais-
sance Office (NRO), an intelligence 
arm of the Department of Defense 
that acquires and operates the na-
tion’s reconnaissance satellites, Hall 
researched and wrote classified his-
tories of these programs until he 
retired in 2003. He subsequently 

I N  M E M O R I A M  ( c o n t i n u e d )

worked for a contractor at the NRO 
declassifying 25-year-old recon-
naissance records until his ultimate 
retirement in 2008.

Hall and his wife Beverley di-
vorced in 1990, and in 1992 he 
married Shirley Jean Maynord, who 
served as an Instructional Specialist 
for the Talented and Gifted pro-
gram at Kenmore Middle School 
in Maryland. She remained at Ken-
more until she retired in 1996. The 
two lived in Arlington and later in 
Woodbridge, Virginia, until on his 
retirement in 2008 they moved to 
Arlington, Texas.

Hall was a corresponding mem-
ber of the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA) and the In-
ternational Institute of Space Law 
(IISL). Among his awards and hon-
ors: The Robert H. Goddard His-
torical Essay Award, National Space 
Club, 1962 and 1963; Outstanding 
Young Men of America 1968, U.S. 
Junior Chamber of Commerce; and 
most recently, the NRO Director’s 
Circle Award, the NRO Distin-
guished Service Gold Medallion; 
the American Institute of Aero-
nautics and Astronautics History 
Manuscript Award for 2012 for Ace 
of Chaos: Frank G. Tinker and the 
Air War in Spain (published as Five 
Down, No Glory (above); and the 
Air Force Historical Foundation 
Major General I.B. Holley History 
Award for 2019.

Survivors: Sons Robert Car-
gill Hall Jr. and his wife Kathleen, 
Bradshaw Chichester Hall and his 
wife Angelika, and daughter Mel-
anie Anne Hall; brother Byron E. 
Hall Jr., and grandchildren Andrew, 
Bradshaw, and Cargill Rovens, plus 
assorted nieces and nephews.

Domenic Anthony Maio ( June 
22, 1935 – February 19, 2025) 
Colonel Domenic Anthony Maio, 
USAF, Retired, passed away peace-
fully on February 19, 2025, at his 
residence in Ashburn, Virginia.

Domenic was born in Washing-
ton DC on June 22, 1935, the oldest 
of six children that blessed Gregorio 
and Josephine (Pirrone) Maio. He 
was awarded a full academic schol-
arship to Gonzaga College High 
School and graduated a year early 
in 1952. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree in Biological Sciences from 
Georgetown University in 1956, 
and his master’s degree in Physiol-
ogy at George Washington Univer-
sity in 1957.

Upon graduation, Domenic en-
tered the United States Air Force 
on a direct commission that same 
year. He served his first assign-
ment at Shaw AFB, Sumter, SC, as 
Aerospace Physiologist, where he 
lectured USAF and allied aircrew 
on aircraft equipment, procedures, 
and hazards of high-altitude flight. 
In 1963, he was selected for assign-
ment at the School of Aerospace 
Medicine at Brooks AFB in, San 
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John Mueller Jr., age 86, of 
Glendora, California passed away 
on Friday, June 13, 2025. John was 
born in OH.  He was a superb 
U-2 Technical representative who 
worked on the U-2 camera systems 
going back to the early days of the 
program.  He was with the “Black 

Antonio, TX, where he conducted 
research studies in the areas of de-
compression sickness and oxygen 
denitrogenating schedules for high 
altitude flight. In 1968, in conjunc-
tion with his research at the School 
of Aviation Medicine and his in res-
idence coursework at Texas A&M 
University, Domenic earned his 
Doctorate in Aerospace Physiology. 
He continued as a pioneer in aero-
space medicine research at Brooks 
AFB for the next three years.

In 1971, Domenic returned to 
the Washington, DC area, where 
he served from 1971-1973 as Pro-
gram Manager for Life Sciences at 
the Air Force Office of Scientific 
Research, Bolling Air Force Base. 
He moved onto assignment as Di-
rector of Biotechnology Air Force 
Systems Command, Andrews AFB 
from 1974 to 1977, and from 1978 
to 1981 he was assigned to the Air 
Force Air Staff, The Pentagon, as 
Program Manager for Biotechnol-
ogy. Continuing at the Pentagon, 
from 1981 to 1982, he served as Ex-
ecutive Assistant for International 
Research for the Assistant Secretary 
of the Air Force for Research and 
Development. He completed his 
military career in 1985 as Military 
Assistant to the Deputy Undersec-
retary of Defense for Research and 
Advanced Technology, Office of the 
Secretary of Defense.

Domenic’s military decorations 
include the Defense Superior Ser-
vice Medal, The Legion of Merit, 
The Air Force Meritorious Medal, 
and The Air Force Commendation 
Medal. His civilian affiliations in-
clude his selection as a fellow of the 
Aerospace Medical Association and 
lifetime member of The Military 
Officers Association of America.

Domenic retired from his Air 
Force career in 1985 and later re-
tired from private Industry in 1990.

He was an avid hunter, fisherman 
and golfer, and a top-notch chef. 
He enjoyed preparing special meals 
for family and friends and he loved 
sharing his passion for cooking with 
his grandchildren. He remained 
active in his community and was a 
long-time member of the Country-
side Building and Grounds Com-
mittee.

Domenic leaves behind a legacy 
of exceptional service along with a 
community of family and friends 
who loved him dearly. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife of 65 
years, Joan M. (Daly) Maio. Left 
behind to treasure his memory are 
daughters and sons-in-law Mary 
Lisa and Miles Nikolet of Glen-
side, PA; Julie and Frank Kasuba of 
Sterling, VA; and Laurie and Da-
vid Sanger of Ashburn, VA; grand-
children Domenic, Kristin, Lauren, 
Christopher and Brandon; sisters 
Mary Lou Brown and Joyce Hoyle; 
and brother Gregorio Maio. He was 
predeceased by brothers Anthony 
Maio and Francis Maio, as well as 
children Gregg Christopher and 
Michelle Teresa, who became angels 
in heaven shortly after birth.

A funeral service for Domen-
ic with full military honors will be 
conducted at Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery on July 23, 2025, at 
11:00am, in tandem with a funeral 
service for his beloved wife, Joan. 
Interment for both will follow.

MUELLER Jr., John

Cats” at Osan AB for many years.  
A visitation for John will be held 

Friday, July 11, 2025 from 11:00 AM 
to 12:00 PM at Oakdale Mortuary, 
1401 South Grand Ave, Glendora, 
CA 91740. A funeral service will oc-
cur Friday, July 11, 2025 from 12:00 
PM to 1:00 PM, 1401 South Grand 
Ave, Glendora, CA 91740. A com-
mittal service will occur Friday, July 
11, 2025 from 1:00 PM to 1:30 PM 
at Oakdale Mortuary & Memorial 
Park, 1401 S Grand Ave, Glendora, 
CA 91740.

SNOWBERGER, Lee

Lee A. Snowberger, LtCol 
USAF (Ret) age 88, passed away on 
Wednesday, February 12, 2025. He 
is survived by Marlene A. Gardini-
er, his wife of 68 years, a daughter 
Rebecca, grandson, Dr. Lawrence 
Anthony Montalto, and his wife, 
Kristine, and their children Luke, 
Dawson, and Roman; and grand-
son, Mr. Joseph Thomas Montal-
to and his wife, Adrian and their 
daughter, Sophie.

Born March 17, 1936, in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, he spent 

CONTINUES
NEXT PAGE
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executive roles across commercial 
and military aviation, Congress, the 
U.S. space program, and the defense 
and aerospace industry.

David held top executive po-
sitions at Aviation and Aerospace 
Management, Inc., Fairchild Re-
public, Execaire-A Seagram’s 
Company, Pan Am-Avions Marcel 
Dassault, and North American Avi-
ation/Rockwell International.

In the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, David served as a senior pro-
fessional staff member and principal 
advisor to the Chairman of the Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Mili-
tary Construction and senior advisor 
to the Chairman of the Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Defense.

Earlier, David was a member 
of the legendary “Serbo 7 Apollo 
Space Launch Team,” the group of 
Serbian-American engineers sup-
porting the Apollo 11 Lunar Land-
ing project at NASA’s prime con-
tractor, North American Aviation. 
This team was vital to the success of 
the historic U.S. moon landing mis-
sion in 1969. For his contributions, 
NASA awarded David its highest 
honors.

Beyond his professional accom-
plishments, David led and partic-
ipated in numerous service initia-
tives and organizations.

From childhood, he remem-
bered his Serbian immigrant father’s 
entreaty: “You are most fortunate 
to have been born an American; 
however, do not forget where your 
heart is from… always remember 
your Serbian heritage and help your 
people in need.” Not only did Da-
vid uphold this sacred pledge, but he 
also magnified it throughout his life.

ernment, military service, entertain-
ment, and the non-profit sectors. 
He leaves a legacy of immense con-
tribution, remarkable achievement, 
and an imitable example of public 
life and service.

David is survived by his beloved 
wife, Ginger, of 39 years and fami-
ly in Serbia, Bosnia, Croatia, Ger-
many, France, and Canada. He was 
predeceased by his sister, Leona J. 
“Mitzy” Vuich, R.N., and parents, 
Mitar (Mike) and Milka (Mildred) 
of the former Yugoslavia.

Born on August 30, 1936, in 
Midland, Pennsylvania, he excelled 
both academically and athletically 
in school. His natural aptitude for 
music revealed itself in high school, 
foreshadowing one of his many fu-
ture career pursuits. He would later 
become an acclaimed professional 
classical and jazz musician.

David graduated with a Master’s 
in Business and Industrial Scienc-
es from the University of Southern 
California and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Business Administration 
from Cerritos College, California 
State University.

He served as a U.S. Air Force 
officer and aviator, gaining expertise 
that shaped his later career in senior 

his early years in Bel Air, Maryland, 
and in 1949, moved with his parents 
Paul and Winifred Snowberger to 
Washington state, where he attend-
ed Highline High School in Seattle 
and later graduated from Central 
Washington University in Ellens-
burg, where he met and married his 
wife. 

He served in the Air Force for 
24 years as a pilot in the Strategic 
Air Command in the US and Viet-
nam, and in Senior Staff positions 
at the Pentagon and the Defense 
Nuclear Agency, attaining an MBA 
from Central Michigan University 
while on active duty. 

He retired from the USAF with 
honors in 1982 and was a Life Mem-
ber of the Daedalian Society of Mil-
itary Pilots. Following retirement, 
as a Systems Engineering Manager 
with Martin Marietta, he supported 
modernization of air traffic control 
systems in Europe and the United 
States. In 2016 he retired after over 
20 years with Alvarez & Associates 
as Vice President for Aviation.

He and his wife enjoyed exten-
sive travel in the UK and in Europe, 
living at various times in Brussels, 
Paris, and London. He also enjoyed 
his hobby of restoring and preserv-
ing antique cars to factory original-
ity, his favorite being old Fords and 
Buicks.

I N  M E M O R I A M  ( c o n t i n u e d )

VUICH, David
David Vuich, age 88, passed away 
peacefully on February 28, 2025. 
A longtime resident of Alexandria, 
Virginia, he built a distinguished 
and trailblazing career of leadership 
across private industry, federal gov-
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mended with several other awards.
Also in Belgrade, the Univer-

sity of Belgrade’s Faculty of Engi-
neering awarded David its highest 
honor, the Lifetime Achievement 
Award, for his outstanding ser-
vice and contributions to science. 
The university also named its Ro-
botics Laboratory in his honor. As 
part of this ceremony, the Union of 
Engineers and Technicians of Ser-
bia awarded David its highest hon-
or, the Golden Plaque Nikola Tes-
la for Lifetime Achievement, and 
granted him honorary membership. 
Tesla was its first member.

David chaired the Tesla Sci-
ence Foundation, which recognized 
him with its Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. The National Press 
Club honored him with two pres-
tigious awards. The RFK Memorial 
Hospital of Los Angeles presented 
him with its Leadership and Loy-
alty Award, and the We Will Sur-
vive Cancer Foundation recognized 
him with its Lifetime Achievement 
Award.

He was also a proud member of 
the Air Force Association, Ameri-
can Legion, and the Honorable Or-
der of Kentucky Colonels.

David and Ginger’s faith and 
marriage are centered in the Lord Je-
sus Christ, as members of the Serbi-
an Orthodox Church. During their 
2023 Belgrade visit, they renewed 
their marriage vows at the Church 
of St. Sava.

The Celebration of Life for 
David will be held at 2:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 20, at Demaine 
Funeral Home, located at 520 
South Washington Street, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314.

In lieu of flowers, please make 
memorial donations in David’s 
name to the Serbian American 
Medical Association, P.O. Box 204, 
Glen Echo, Maryland 20812.

He was the most influential and 
recognizable Serbian-American 
leader in the diaspora and Serbi-
an countries. In 1986, he founded 
and led the first Serbian American 
Voters Alliance to amplify Serbi-
an-American political influence. He 
served on the U.S.-Serbia Business 
Council board and was a Serbian 
National Federation member.

David strengthened political, 
economic, and cultural ties between 
the United States and Serbian coun-
tries while fostering cooperation in 
education, science, and technology.

The Republic of Serbia hon-
ored David on numerous occasions. 
In June 2023, he and his wife were 
guests of the Serbian government 
when he was awarded the presti-
gious Order of St. Sava, a civil dec-
oration, recognizing his significant 
contributions to the sciences and to 
the Republic of Serbia.

Earlier, he received the Mother 
Serbia Award for humanitarianism 
from the Serbian Ambassador to 
the United States, as well as the Or-
der of the Karadjordjevic Star, First 
Class, presented by Serbian Presi-
dent Aleksandar Vučić. David is only 
the second American to receive this 
prestigious honor after General John 
J. Pershing of World War I fame.

For nearly seven decades, Da-
vid was a Freemason, achieving 
the rank of 32nd Degree K.C.C.H 
Master Mason. He joined through 
the Rapid City Lodge #25 under 
the Grand Lodge of South Dakota 
and was a member of the Regular 
Grand Lodge of Serbia (Honor-
ary); the Scottish Rite Consistory, 
Valley of Los Angeles; and the Al 
Malaikah Shrine Temple, Shriners 
Hospital. During his 2023 Belgrade 
visit, the Regular Grand Lodge 
of Serbia conferred its Lifetime 
Achievement Award and Medal 
of Honor. Earlier, David was com-
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Toxic Exposure Screenings 
As a general matter, there are several types of  
possible exposures or hazards Veterans may  
have experienced during their military  
service, including:

PACT Act Benefits
The PACT Acts adds two new  
Agent Orange presumptive conditions:

Monoclonal gammopathy of  
undetermined significance (MGUS) 

High blood pressure (hypertension)

Family members or dependents of a deceased Veteran may qualify for various VA benefits due to the additional disabilities defined in the 
PACT Act if they meet eligibility requirements. More information for survivors is available online at VA.gov/PACT.

The law expands health care and benefits for 
Veterans who participated in certain nuclear 
response or cleanup activities:

Enewetak Atoll   Palomares, Spain 
January 1, 1977 -  January 17, 1966 -  
December 31, 1980 March 31, 1967 

Thule, Greenland 
January 21, 1968 - 
September 25, 1968

PACT Act Health Care Eligibility  
Veterans who served in these countries during specific  
time periods  are eligible to enroll in VA health care  
effective August 10, 2022.

Republic of Vietnam Thailand  
January  9, 1962 - May 7, 1975 Any U.S. or Royal Thai base  

January 9, 1962 - June 30, 1976

Guam or American Samoa Laos
(or in their territorial waters) December 1, 1965 -  
January 9, 1962 - July 31, 1980 September 30, 1969

Cambodia Johnston Atoll 
at Mimot or Krek,  (or on a ship that called there) 
Kampong Cham Province  January 1, 1972 - September 30, 1977 
April 16, 1969 - April 30, 1969

U.S. Department  
of Veterans Affairs

The PACT Act, signed into law August 10, 2022, expands 
 health care and benefits for Vietnam era Veterans.

4 EASY WAYS TO GET STARTED WITH CLAIMS

Visit a VBA Regional Office  
VA.gov/benefits/ 
offices.asp

Work with an accredited VSO  
VA.gov/ogc/apps/
accreditation/index.asp

Learn more at  
VA.gov/disability/ 
how-to-file-claim/

Call the Benefits hotline 
(for specific questions) 
at 1-800-827-1000

PACT ACT & VIETNAM, COLD WAR ERA VETERANS

Call the toll-free hotline  
877-222-8387 Mon – Fri, 
8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. ET 

Bring a completed, signed VA 
Form 10-10EZ to the nearest VA 
Medical Center or clinic.  

Apply online at  
VA.gov/health-care/apply/ 

 application/introduction

Mail a completed, signed  
Application for Health Benefits 
VA Form 10-10EZ 

4 EASY WAYS TO APPLY FOR VA HEALTH CARE

Learn more and sign up at  VA.gov/PACT
Download the VA Health and Benefits App
Call us at 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411)
Find a VA at VA.gov/find-locations/

Air Pollutants
Chemicals

Radiation 
Warfare Agents

Occupational  
Hazards

ON NOVEMBER 8, 2022: VA will begin incorporating toxic 
exposure screenings. Every Veteran enrolled for VA health care will 
receive an initial toxic exposure screening and a follow-up screening 
at least every five years. Eligible Veterans who have not enrolled will 
have an opportunity to enroll and receive the screening.

ADVERTISEMENT
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The Museum’s Challenge Coin is available 
for $15 per coin. 
The coin pays homage to Vint Hill Farms Station 
as an active listening post from 1942—1997 and 
features the Cold War Museum® on the reverse side.

THE COLD WAR MUSEUM®
MEMORIAL CHALLENGE COIN!

O R D E R  T O D A Y  A T  C O L D W A R . O R G

• To keep knowledge of the Cold 
War and its significance alive for 
coming generations.

• To honor the service of those 
who had professional Cold War 
roles.

• To use the Museum’s exten-
sive collection of rare and, in 
some cases, unique artifacts in 
Cold War signals intelligence 
(SIGINT) and image intelli-
gence (IMINT) to show how 
intelligence collection and anal-
ysis supports our policy, diplo-
macy, and military action.

C A R R Y I N G  T H E  M E S S A G E

Home of The Cold War Museum®: Vint Hill Farms, Virginia.

One of the ways the Cold War 
Museum fulfills its key mission 
of educating about the Cold 
War is via presentations to local 
community groups. 

We are receiving more and 
more of these invitations as the 
museum gets better known lo-
cally. The purpose of such events 
is of course to attract people 
to the museum, encouraging 
them to visit either during pub-
lic hours on the weekend when 
admission is free, or to arrange 
for private group tours during 
the week, for which there is a 
per-person fee, depending on 
the size of the group.

Three Main Goals
of the Museum

Presentations to the Local Community

A U.S. Navy aviation officer candidate in 
pre-flight training touring the light air-
craft carrier USS Saipan (CVL-48), docked 
in Pensacola, Florida (USA), 1956. 
Photo coUrteSy of “eNtertAiNmeNt bUff,” 
viA WiKimediA commoNS

https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=28596
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One of the ways the Cold War Museum fulfills its key mission of educating about the Cold War is via presen-
tations to local community groups. We are receiving more and more of these invitations as the museum gets 
better known locally. The purpose of such events is of course to attract people to the museum, encouraging 
them to visit either during public hours on the weekend when admission is free, or to arrange for private
group tours during the week, for which there is a per-person fee, depending on the size of the group.

PRIVATE TOURS OF THE MUSEUM

The Cold War Museum is pleased to 
offer midweek and weekend after-hours 
private group tours of the museum.  The 
cost is $20 per person for groups of 10 
or less, and $15 per person for groups of 
11 or more. Active-duty military per-
sonnel always get in free, and children 
5 or younger are admitted on private 
tours at half-price. Private groups get 
their choice of date and start time. The 
museum is open only to the group and 
we have successfully handled as many as 
90 people. The tour can be customized 
for the ages and interests of the group. 
Multiple tour guides will be on hand for 
larger groups. It will take between 1-2 
hours to cover the main artifacts on both 
floors depending on the groups’ level of 
interest and knowledge of WWII and 
the Cold War. 

To arrange a private tour 
led by one of the museum 

docents, please contact

Bryan A. Zwanzig
703-408-2039 

bryan.z@coldwar.org

Cost: 
$20/person for groups of 10 

or fewer
$15/person for larger groups

No cost for active duty  
military personnel ever!

VISIT THE COLD WAR MUSEUM  TODAY!®

RECENT TOUR GROUPS

February 26, 2025 – 470 MI Brigade, 717 Military Intelligence BN
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

March 28, 2025 – Military and civilian group tour
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

mailto:bryan.z%40coldwar.org%20?subject=Query%20from%20Cold%20War%20Magazine%3A%20Arrange%20a%20private%20tour
https://coldwar.org
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April 3, 2025 – Major Luke Bonewitz, military group
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

April 12, 2025 – Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

April 12, 2025 – Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

On March 1, 2025
Private civilian group

March 4, 2025
Private civilian group

March 12, 2025
Private civilian group

April 9, 2025 
Private civilian group

EVEN 
MORE

RECENT
MUSEUM
TOURS!

Schedule
Your

Museum Tour
Today!

CONTACT
Bryan A. 
Zwanzig

703-408-2039 
bryan.z@coldwar.org

mailto:bryan.z%40coldwar.org?subject=Museum%20Tours
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PRIVATE TOURS (cont.)

April 15, 2025 - The Benjamin School from West Palm Beach, Florida
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

June 12, 2025 – Members of an Intel Agency, 1947 Alumni Association
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

June 12, 2025 – Members of an Intel Agency, 1947 Alumni Association
Photo coUrteSy the cold WAr mUSeUm®

Gary Powers; General James Clapper, Ret. Director of National
Intelligence under President Obama; Bryan Zwanzig

Both of my parents worked for 
the CIA in the 1950s and 1960s.  
On May 1, 1960, my father was 
shot down over Soviet Union 
while on a CIA U-2 spy flight and 
spent nearly 2 years in a Soviet 
prison before being exchanged 
for Soviet KGB Spy Colonel Ru-
dolph Abel in 1962, as recently 
depicted in Steven Spielberg’s 
Cold War thriller Bridge of Spies.  

As a result of growing up in 
this family, I have always been 
interested in espionage and the 
Cold War. In 1996, I founded The 
Cold War Museum to honor Cold 
War veterans, preserve Cold War 
history, and educate future gen-
erations about this time period. 

About the Museum’s
Founder

& Interim Chairman
GARY POWERS, JR.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 16, 2025  
 

 
National contact: Felicia M. Lott 

felicia.m.lott@usps.gov 
usps.com/news 

 
Local contact: Mark A. Wahl 

mark.a.wahl@usps.gov 
usps.com/news 

 

 
 

 
USPS Unveils Commemorative Stamps for 250th Anniversaries of 

Army, Navy, and Marine Corps 
 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Postal Service is celebrating the release of three individual commemorative 
stamps honoring the 250th anniversaries of the U.S. Army, U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps. Each 
stamp pays tribute to a vital component of the nation’s defense, recognizing their shared origins in the 
American Revolutionary War. 
 
“These stamps serve as a powerful reminder of the enduring legacy and unwavering dedication of the 
women and men who have built and sustained the United States Army, Navy and Marine Corps for the 
past 250 years,” said Jeffery Adams, USPS corporate communications vice president. “As we 
commemorate this significant milestone, we honor their courage, their commitment and their vital role in 
safeguarding the freedoms we hold dear.” 
 
Adams served as dedicating official at a May 16 ceremony held at Freedom Plaza in Washington, D.C. 
Joining him for the ceremony were master of ceremonies Lora McLucas, USPS Maryland district 
manager; Lt. Gen. Gregory Brady, inspector general, U.S. Army; Vice Adm. Mike Boyle, staff director, 
U.S. Navy; Lt. Gen. Paul Rock Jr., staff director, U.S. Marine Corps; and Martin Mieras, USPS military 
programs specialist and a retired U.S. Army command sergeant major. 
 
News of the Armed Forces stamps is being shared with the hashtag #ArmedForces250Stamps. 
Followers of the Postal Service’s Facebook page can view the ceremony at facebook.com/USPS. A video 
about the stamps will be posted two hours after the ceremony on the Postal Service’s Facebook and X 
pages at facebook/USPS and X. 
 

BECOME A MUSEUM MEMBER TODAY!

J O I N  O N L I N E  A T  C O L D W A R . O R G

Individual Membership
$35/year

Member Benefits
• Access to The Cold War Times
    (including all prior issues)
• Listed as a “Founding Member”
• Priority access to the Interim Chairman

Sponsorship Circles
• Friend
• Associate
• Colleague
• Patron
• Benefactor
• Guardian
• Freedom Circle

$50/year
$75/year
$100/year
$180/year
$300/year
$600/year
$1,200/year

The Cold War Museum® is an all-volunteer op-
eration. 100 percent of your contributions are 
applied to fulfilling the Museum’s mission. 
Contributions to the Museum above and be-
yond membership are also fully deductible in 
accordance with IRS guidelines for contribu-
tions to 501(c)(3) organizations.

http://coldwar.org
https://coldwar.org/default.asp?nid=7413
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crowdfundr.com/monsterhunters

crowdfundr.com/monsterhunters

MONSTER HUNTERS — a one-hour drama/sci-fi streaming/TV series — is the 
first show to be created completely using artificial intelligence (AI) video. 

Watch the first 18 minutes of the rough cut (a “first draft” of the show that will 
be refined further). Then contact us to appear as a character in the show, get 

involved and donate to the production: crowdfundr.com/monsterhunters 

Questions? Email us at monsterhuntersseries@duffincreative.com 

From alien visitations to beasts of all kinds, from mysterious ghosts to unidentified aerial phenomena, 
the United States government operates unique undercover paramilitary units that investigate, clean 
up, and conceal the evidence that supernatural visitors are always among us. This is the story of one 

of those units. 

Copyright ©2025 Duffin Creative, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

(*Please note that current U.S. copyright law with regard to AI visuals is limited with regard to copyrighting your likeness in the show. To participate, you’ll need to 
sign a legal release form in which you give us permission to use your likeness. Any questions, please email us at monsterhuntersseries@duffincreative.com.)

https://crowdfundr.com/monsterhunters
https://crowdfundr.com/monsterhunters
https://crowdfundr.com/monsterhunters
https://crowdfundr.com/monsterhunters
https://crowdfundr.com/monsterhunters
https://crowdfundr.com/monsterhunters
mailto:monsterhuntersseries%40duffincreative.com?subject=Query%20from%20Cold%20War%20Magazine
http://duffincreative.com
http://duffincreative.com
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OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF

Iowa Air National Guard Airmen from the 185th Tactical Fighter Group 
on the flight line with one of the unit’s A-7 Corsair aircraft in the 1980s. 
Air NAtioNAl GUArd Photo

The Cold War Museum®

NEXT ISSUE IS

FALL/WINTER 2025

COLD WAR TIMES  IS 
PRODUCED AT THE

DESIGN STUDIOS OF

SUBMISSION DEADLINE

OCTOBER 1,  2025

CONTACT

GARY POWERS
gpowersjr@coldwar.org

WASHINGTON, D.C.
(202) 244-7499
duffincreative.com

mailto:gpowersjr%40coldwar.org?subject=Query%3A%20Submissions%20to%20CWM%20Magazine
https://duffincreative.com
https://duffincreative.com

