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Letter from the Executive Director
Things aren't normal for the Cold War Museum. They're actually a bit
better, surprisingly, given the continuing COVID situation.
Unlike many museums in this country and around the world, we're in
sound financial shape, with the strongest projected income we've seen
since I came to the Museum about 6 years ago. That's due to a lot of
things, including grants we got over the summer to keep us going, strong
support from the Museum's Members, a lot of successful Presentation
Series events in our still-new Zoom Room, and especially an intense
effort late in 2020 on Giving Tuesday, which has now become our fall
fundraising event, matching our spring efforts with Give Local Piedmont.
Thanks especially to our Board and particularly the efforts of Board
Chairman Chuck Wilson, Giving Tuesday gave us a big end-of-the-year
bump up that, with an increased number of scheduled and in-thepipeline Presentation Series events for 2021, has set us up with a little
more breathing room than previously.
There are a lot more details inside about what we've done since the last
newsletter, and what we plan to do in 2021. Hope you can take a few
minutes to get up-to-date with the areas that interest you.
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GIVE TODAY!
Your 2021 gift will make a
big difference!

Donate now via: https://
www.givelocalpiedmont.or
g/organization/
coldwarmuseumdonate/

None of this is possible without the continuing support that you and your
fellow Members of the Museum provide. Every museum in this country
tries to generate income in many different ways, but I don't know of even
Features
one that could survive without the moral and financial support, and the
volunteer time and effort, of many, many people who believe that what
Meet Your Board ................ 4
it does is worth that attention and effort.
Just can't be done without you, simple as that.
So thanks again.
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Our Lecture Series
I'm very happy to report that also thanks to
our Museum Members, and to the many
others to whom we reached out who also like
and appreciate what we're trying to do, we
were able to open our doors again in a few
months, unlike many other museums, AND to
resume our lecture series on 8/30/20, after a 6
-month hiatus, in the Zoom Room that the
Museum acquired over the summer. Finding
that attendance was very good in the Zoom
format, with an average of about 40-50
As we reported in the Winter 2020 issue of The
attendees per session, and now from around
Cold War Times, with the support of Museum
the country and some from overseas, we
Members we were able to present four
increased the number and topics for our
Presentation Series events in 2020 before the
lectures as follows:
COVID-19 pandemic forced the closure of our
venue, Old Bust Head Brewery-and, for a
8/30/20-Ambassador Charles Ray
time, the closure of the Museum itself. Those
explained how Ambassadors work with
events had to end for a while after the
their station chiefs and other intel
February 23, 2020 event.
professionals to provide accurate

The Cold War Museum's Presentation Series,
where we present eyewitnesses to, and expert
accounts of, key Cold War events, has been a
key method by which the Museum educates
about the Cold War for our audience (which
normally averages about 40-50 people), a
resource for future scholars (since we film all
of these events including the question-andanswer sessions), and a significant source of
income for our operations.

State Department to inform U.S.
diplomacy.
9/27/20--Col. Hork Dimon (USAF, ret.)
talked about the preparations for a secret
second Berlin Airlift during the 1961 Berlin
Crisis, something in which he was directly
involved.
10/21/20-Prof. Kevin Riehle of the
National Intelligence University informed
us about Soviet defectors in WWII and
focus on the Cold War and discussion of
what they were able to do for us.
11/15/20-Prof. Volker Benkert of
Arizona State University did a
presentation on Youth Behind the Wall:

information at the local level and for the
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essage from the Chairman
Chuck Wilson

Dear Members of The Cold War Museum ® , Cold War Veterans, and Friends, we hope
that you and yours are safe and well! While our wonderful museum and many of our
associates are challenged by the pandemic, we continue to persevere!
As you may know we have reopened on weekends and even though wintertime is traditionally slow, we are receiving many visitors! Our treasurer reports that we are fiscally
sound, and, in that regard, this past December The Cold War Museum ® participated in
"Giving Tuesday," the worldwide fundraiser for nonprofit charities, and you helped us
exceed expectations! We look forward to our next fundraising event with Give Local
Piedmont in May. Do follow our announcements and donate! https://
www.givelocalpiedmont.org/organization/coldwarmuseum
Our Cold War Museum ® website https://coldwar.org/ has generated a lot of interest
and brings us many inquiring visitors such as teachers looking for remote help with Cold
War information, History Day for students, artifact donors, sign-ups for our Presentation Series events, and opportunities, in several sections, for visitors to make donations.
All areas have been quite successful!
Our Presentation Series has been a remarkable success. Since the last Cold War
Times ® , one of those presentations, by former CIA Chief of Disguise Jonna Mendez,
author of "The Moscow Rules", informed us how the agency evaded the KGB, known by
many as the best counterintelligence surveillance organization in the world. Another
featured David Hatch, PhD., the Historian of the National Security Agency, speaking on
"VE NONA: The Secret Tool That Found Key Spies in the Early Cold War", and we
can't leave out John Fox, the Historian of the FBI, who briefed us on "Ultimate
Betrayal: Robert Hanssen, People He Got Killed, and the Lessons Learned". Those
not able to attend a given event who sign up and make a small donation also can view
the recording of the event they signed up for. To see our schedule of presenta-tions,
click on this link: https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=16883
We look to the future to be bright. Our Board of Directors continues to be refreshed
and is undergoing realignment enabling it to focus on museum growth. With over 2000
square feet of Cold War artifacts in storage we continue to plan on expansion. Our
Presentation Series will continue to provide the real people who have done the real
things such as SR-71 Pilot Col. Buz Carpenter presenting "By Order of the President: My
Most important Mission." Our membership is growing past 6,000 active members and
may exceed 8-10,000 by year end. Feel free to join us, or increase your membership
level, at this link: https://coldwar.org/default.asp?nid=7413

Museum Staff
Jason Hall, Ph.D., CAE
Executive Director (Historian)
John DePerro, Chief Curator
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Tour Guide
(Army veteran)
Bill Rinehart, Collections Chief

&

Chief Exhibit Builder
(Air Force veteran)
Paul Schaya, Imagery Intelligence
Collections/Exhibits
(Marine veteran and former CIA imagery veteran)
John Suter, Imagery Intelligence
Collections/Exhibits

& Museum

Photographer
(NRO imagery veteran)
Gene Eisman, Director o f
Public Relations

&

Cold War Times contributor
Chris Sturdevant, Chairman
Midwest Chapter of CWM

& Cold

War Times contributor

Our vision is "to inform the present and influence the future through an understanding
the past, with exhibitions of artifacts, documents and events related to the Cold War
Era." To realize that vision we need your continued support. Do visit our wonderful
museum frequently, do attend our presentation series of Cold War speakers, and do
continue to donate to this worthy endeavor to preserve the history of the Cold War!

Kevin Knapp, Special Events Support

Thank you so much for all that you do for us!

[Name withheld], Signals Intelligence

(Air Force veteran)

(Army Special Forces veteran)

Technology Specialist
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Stan Manvell, Chief Fabricator
(construction industry)

Meet Your Board of Directors

[Name withheld], Chief Technology

& Key Tour Guide
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Officer
(Vint

FBI electronics engineer)
Doug Harsha,
Civil Defense Expert

&

Social Media Lead Staffer
Birgitte Tessier, Registrar/Archivist
Bryan Zwanzig, Lead Staffer
Private Tour Arrangements

&

Presentation Series staffing
(Vint Hill Army veteran)
Karen Zwanzig,

Cold War Times

Meet our Board of Directors at this link: https://coldwar.org/default.asp?pid=15593

Lead Staffer
John Welch, C W M Co-Founder

&

Vice-Chair Board of Directors,
Membership Records, Website
Joseph Felice,

The Cold War Museum ® Board of Directors is the governing body of our nonprofit organization. This governance is high level: strategy, oversight, and accountability of the overall
activities of the museum. Our Board is made up of thirteen seasoned senior executives of
varying professional backgrounds who work pro bono for the benefit of the museum. Our
Board members meet, usually each month, to discuss and vote on the affairs of our
organization.

Cold War Times

Editor

Soviet Humor
When life is tough, you make jokes. Or at least that's what apparently happened in the
Soviet Union, given the vast number of pretty funny pieces of mordant wit going around.
Here are a few:

Clayton Vieg, Imagery (Intelligence
Community)

The regional KGB headquarters in Arkhangelsk suffered a major fire and was almost completely destroyed. Shortly after, a man
called looking for help. "I'm sorry, we can't do anything," said the receptionist. "The KGB has burned down."
Five minutes later, the receptionist received another call. "I'm sorry, we can't help. The KGB has burned down."
Another five minutes passed, and the phone rang again. The receptionist recognized the voice as the man who'd twice called
previously.
"Why do you keep calling? I told you that the KGB has burnt down."
"I know. I just like hearing it."

A schoolboy wrote in his weekly essay: "My cat just had seven kittens. They're all communist."
The following week, the boy wrote: "My cat's kittens are all capitalist."
The teacher called him up and asked him to explain the sudden change. "Last week, you said they were all communists!"
The boy nodded. "They were, but this week they all opened their eyes."

Rescue of Lieutenant Dengler USN
The Vietnam W a r was perhaps the best-known confrontation of the Cold War. For most
veterans of the war in Southeast Asia, 20 July 1966 was just another day in America's
longest war; for two Douglas A-1 "Spad" pilots, it was a day that their lives intersected in a
miraculous series of circumstances. For Dieter Dengler, a young Navy Lieutenant, five
months of imprisonment followed by three weeks evading in the jungles of Laos ended.
For Gene Deatrick, a veteran Air Force Lieutenant Colonel, it was another day in his
command of an A-1 squadron in South Vietnam. Dengler crawled through the dense
jungle near the end of his endurance, then tumbled into a shallow river. Struggling to stay
afloat, he found the strength to climb onto a large flat rock. He heard a rumbling n o i s e - i t
was a plane! Deatrick was in a banking turn when he saw a flash of white below. He went
back for another look and saw the form of a man. His wingman urged him to forget it, but
Deatrick summoned rescue helicopters. The lead "Jolly Green" lowered a tree-penetrator

Eugene Payton Deatrick in
1966

200 feet into a narrow canyon. Dengler, weak and confused, fumbled with the device and then finally climbed onto it
and was hoisted to safety!
This rescue, one of the most famous in the Vietnam War, was
recounted in the documentary Little Dieter Needs to Fly and in
the feature film Rescue Dawn.

Deatrick and Dengler in 1968

British U-2 Flights: At Last, the Declassified Files!
It took a very long time, but the UK Ministry of Defence finally released the Royal Air Force files on
British participation in the CIA's U-2 program to overfly the Soviet Union in the late 1950s. And fascinating they are, containing everything from operational cables and reports, to policy deliberations within the Air Ministry and the Foreign Office, and memoranda to the Prime Minister, seeking
his approval for the illegal flights.
Actually, the files were released in 2019, but there are 23 of them containing 2,700 pages, so it has
taken me a while to copy and review them! They reveal significant new detail, including just how
worried the British government was that the RAF's role would become public knowledge, and how
anxious it was to please the US, its senior partner in this unique intelligence-gathering effort.
In this post, I will cover the highlights from the newly-released files from 1958-60, concentrating
on the political aspects. I will post further stories on this website at a later date: the operational details concerning the
overflights make very interesting reading. Meanwhile, you can find my earlier research in my book 50 YEARS OF THE U2. You can also find a good account of the British involvement in the January and February 2019 editions of THE AERO
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Private Tours - An Important
Source of Museum Income
The increasing number of private tours we arrange provides a significant percentage
of the Museum's operating income, so it's an important part of our many income

Upcoming Events
NOTE: New lectures may be added from
time to time. Keep up with us on
Facebook! All lectures in the Zoom
Presentation Series start at 2 p.m.
Participants arrive in the Zoom room

online between 1:30 p.m. and 2:00 p.m ..
Tickets to all events are available at
Eventbrite; for the specific link to each of
the upcoming events please click on this
link to the Events page on our new
website: https://coldwar.org/
default.asp?pid=16883
♦ 4/11/21--Dr. Boria Sax on Stealing Fire, his
book on a Cold War childhood in the U.S. where
his father was an atomic spy who was NOT
caught, and how he learned the truth as result of
his documentary research much later.
♦ 5/16/21-Buz Carpenter on his most
important Cold War SR-71 mission-a faster-than
-a-speeding-bullet flight over the Middle East
during a crisis that was ordered and monitored
directly by the President.
♦ 6/6/21-Chris Pocock, the world authority
on the history of the U-2, on its history from Cold
War origins to present day continuing
operations-the story of one of the successful
and adaptable airborne intelligence platforms
ever created.
♦ 6/27/21-Dori Jones Yang, former Business
Week Hong Kong bureau chief for eight years in
the 1980's, on the effects of Deng's radical
economic changes in the 80's that created the
modern Chinese economic powerhouse. Fluent
in Mandarin, she witnessed those changes on the
ground in Hong Kong, Beijing, and elsewhere on
the mainland.
♦ 7/18/21-Olga Sheymov on Tower of
Secrets, the story of how her husband, Victor
Sheymov, a high-ranking KGB officer, became
disenchanted with the Soviet system and started
working for the West, with the two of them being
exfi ltrated as the KGB closed in.
♦ 8/29/21-Former USAF Generals David
Deptula and Al Mink on the air war during Desert
Storm, the last major conflict of the Cold War
period-they were in charge of the strategic and
the operational sides.

streams, helping to stabilize our operating income from month to month.
As with every other museum in this country and around the world, our ability to
hold such tours was necessarily eliminated for several months by COVID health
concerns, and we are still much constrained now that we can do them again,
needing to keep to 50% visitor capacity, 100% masks, and social distancing at the
time I'm writing this. Operating within those rules, we have still been able to go
ahead with some tours.
Here is an example o f the private tours conducted by museum docents since the last
newsletter:
1 2 / 2 / 2 0 - T w o groups of
approximately twenty NATOcountry Military Attaches and their
wives visited the Museum with their
DoD handlers; this visit was as a
result of the enthusiastic response
of the prior attache group on which
we reported last time, with this
photo.

100 challenge coins were donated to the
museum as a fundraiser. The coin is available for $15. The coin pays homage to Vint
Hill as an active listening post from 1 9 4 2 1997 and features the Cold War Museum
on the reverse side.

Private Tours

To arrange a private tour led by one of the museum docents,
please contact
Bryan A. Zwanzig

703-408-2039
Cost:

bryan.z@coldwar.org

$20 /person for groups of 10 or fewer
$15/person for larger groups
No cost for active duty military personnel ever!
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Artifact Donations to the Museum
Like almost all U.S. museums, CWM has no funds for acquiring new artifacts for its collections, so we rely on artifact donations,
often from the private collections of former Cold War professionals who served in the military, the intelligence community, or both.
Some of these are what you might expect, such as additions to our excellent collections of Soviet and East Bloc military uniforms.
Others are literally one-of-a-kind artifacts, such as Mao's Ear, made by the CIA' s technical staff for the Agency's image analyst staff
to solve some difficult photo interpretation problems. And others are simply very rare, such as our U-2 camera that was adapted
for use in the SKYLAB satellite.
People around the world, including from Russia and other countries, who are interested in, and often veterans of, Cold War activities contact us frequently to see if we might be interested in the often-remarkable artifacts they've acquired over the years, often
related to former official duties.
If readers of the Cold War Times have artifacts you might consider donating to the Museum, we would welcome contact about that,
to Executive Director Jason Hall (jason@coldwar.org ). Museums normally need historic artifacts-the real thing, artifacts from the
time that exemplify some event or activity-in order to anchor the stories of those events or activities, so your artifact donation
could literally make it possible for the first time for us to educate visitors about that aspect of the Cold War.

Soviet Pinups
There was nothing amusing about most aspects of Soviet life, from Stalin's purges and his starvation of 3.9 million of his own
Ukrainian citizens further collectivization, to endless lining up for toilet paper and other basic goods, to constant surveillance. But
even really bad systems have their moments of amusement, often unintentional.
Take Miss KGB, for example. Oh, yes, there WAS one, in the late Cold War era. And quite pretty. It seems that in 1990, at least
part of the KGB was looking for what we in the West might call a brand makeover-something to soften the image. So someone
inside had the bright idea of holding a beauty contest-contestants secret, of course-to show the world that not all Instruments
of State Security were grim old interrogators.
The winner was Katya Mayorova, a secretary in Lubyanka, the KGB headquarters building in Moscow with the infamous prison of
the same name attached. In the interests of the historical record, not to mention livening up our newsletter's visuals, we present
Katya in some of her Miss KGB publicity photos. Needless to say, it didn't take too long for additional higher-ups to recognize that
this maybe WASN'T such a good idea, so Katya's 15 minutes of fame went poof. Plus the KGB itself was replaced in 1993 by the
FSK and then in 1995 by the current FSB.
But since you like Cold War history, we thought you'd want to know this factoid. If you'd like more details, look at this Washington
Post piece from 1990: https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/1990/10/31/miss-kgb-images-of-the-past/6641d39dad5a-43d3-a781-15ac8413a4d2/. For more photos, view this article: https://www.rbth.com/history/332286-miss-kgb-russia-1990.
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In the News
W e occasionally run across media articles that relate to the Cold War and may be of interest to our Members. Here
are some, for your information; none is intended to reflect an official opinion of the Museum. W e will provide these
from time to time.
♦
♦

Xi Jinping warns of 'new cold war' if US keeps up protectionism: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/
jan/25/china-xi-jinping-warns-of-new-cold-war-us-protectionist-policies
AP Cold W a r hub:
•
Remains of Cold War-era Russian sub seen in film catch fire
•
Virtual event to mark 'Iron Curtain' speech anniversary
•
China says Japan-U.S. security treaty a product of Cold W a r
•

Biden's pick for UN post calls China 'a strategic adversary', e t c . - https://apnews.com/hub/cold-war

♦

OW [Deutsche Welle] Cold W a r hub (in English)

♦

Wikipedia article on Second Cold War: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second Cold W a r

Gorbachev's 90

th

birthday

Biggest UK defense spending since the Cold War, etc.

British U-2 Flights, con't.

-·

The US Air Force had been flying 'overt' U-2 missions all the time since 1957. In 1974, the 'covert' CIA unit was disbanded. But an updated version of the jet is still in service with the Air Force today.
By Chris Pocock, with thanks to Lin Xu f o r extracting the imagery o f Kapustin Yar and Kazan f r o m the US National
Archives

The Cold War Times

The official newsletter o f The Cold War Museum
Production Staff:
Karen Zwanzig, newsletter@coldwar.org
Signed articles and photos may not be reprinted or reproduced without written permission from the editor and the museum.
The editorial opinions and reviews expressed in the newsletter are those o f the individual writer(s). The museum and its newsletter editor(s) cannot be held responsible for errors offact or opinion. Proven errors o ffact will be corrected.

Article Submission Deadline for Summer issue: July 15, 2021
To request publication guidelines, please contact the editor.
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The Three Main Goals of the Museum:

♦ To keep knowledge of the Cold War and its significance
alive for coming generations.
♦ To honor the service of those who had professional
Cold War roles.

Mission Statement
The Cold War Museum is a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization dedicated to
education,

preservation,

and

research on the global, ideological,
and political confrontations between
East and West from the end o f World

♦ To use the Museum's extensive collection of rare and,
in some cases, unique artifacts in Cold War signals
intelligence (SIGINT) and image intelligence (IMINT) to
show how intelligence collection and analysis supports
our policy, diplomacy, and military action.

War I to the dissolution of the Soviet
Union.

Museum Membership
Sponsorship Circles

• Indiividual Membership: $25/year
o

Member Benefits:
- Access t o The Cold War Times
(including all prior issues)
- Listed as a "Founding Member"

-Priority access t o the Executive Director

Friend:

$75/year

Patron:

$150/year

Benefactor:

$300/year

Guardian:

$600/year

Join on our website: http://coldwar.org/uploads/Documents/membershipform.pdf

Join AmazonSmile and support The Cold War Museum

amazonsmile
....._,..,
1. Go to smile.amazon.com and log in as you normally do on amazon.com.
2. When prompted to select your preferred charity, search "The Cold War Museum" and select.
3. You're all set and ready to shop. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to The Cold War Museum.
5. Bookmark smile.amazon.com and remember to shop through the AmazonSmile site.

